
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Summary 
The IIA and United States Government Accountability Office (GAO) are recognized nationally and internationally as leaders in promoting high quality audit work by 
issuing professional audit standards that provide a framework for conducting audits.  

The purpose of this document is to align similar principles and key differences between the organizations’ requirements and standards stemming from updates to 
both organizations’ guidance documents as well as to highlight considerations for internal audit activities trying to conform to both sets of standards.  

Introduction 
Public sector auditors have various sources of guidance and direction to help them perform their jobs efficiently and effectively. Two prominent sets of standards 
include the International Professional Practices Framework (IPPF), issued by The IIA, and Generally Accepted Government Auditing Standards (GAGAS) issued 
by the GAO. Both serve a higher purpose and both generally coincide on major topics. There are instances of divergence, and that is where those auditors who 
consult both guides may need to follow the more prescriptive of the two and exercise professional judgment. Legal reasons may dictate which guidance should be 
followed. 

Both frameworks are subject to regular review. In 2018, the GAO revised and released a new edition of GAGAS, also known as the Yellow Book. An additional 
technical update was released in April 2021. Other GAGAS guidance has been incorporated into this new edition; namely guidance on continuing professional 
education requirements and peer review work. The last full revision occurred in 2011.The most recent edition of the IPPF, including the International Standards for 
the Professional Practice of Internal Auditing, also known as the Red Book, was issued in 2017. Its last revision occurred in 2013. The IIA published a comparison 
of each entity’s framework in 2012, comparing the 2011 GAGAS with the 2013 IPPF; and a Knowledge Brief in 2017 to incorporate the 2017 IPPF update.  

Generally speaking, GAGAS covers specific issues such as performance auditing, financial engagements, attestation engagements, and continuing professional 
education requirements of practitioners. Also generally speaking, The IIA’s IPPF is operationally oriented in the management of an internal audit function and 
execution elements of audits. For organizations either required to or that elect to use both GAGAS and The IIA’s Standards, this alignment can enhance the quality 
of internal audit activities.  

This fourth edition alignment document offers a side-by-side, topic-by-topic mapping or crosswalk for the benefit of public sector auditors and replaces all prior 
versions issued. This alignment document offers no analysis or comparing and contrasting the content of either; it simply aligns The IIA’s Standards and Code of 
Ethics with corresponding GAGAS performance audit requirements. Some GAO Application Guidance elements were also mapped because they were singularly 
relevant but for the most part, only the requirements were mapped. The alignment matrix appears in the order of the IPPF Standards. 
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Major changes to the 2018 edition of GAGAS relate to format and coverage with the inclusion of elements that previously had dedicated publications. Content that 
was formerly included in appendices is now integrated within the document and referred to as Application Guidance. From the format perspective, that aligns with 
the Red Book’s Interpretations of each standard. As stated earlier, the Application Guidance, Interpretations, and Supplemental Guidance are not included in this 
alignment matrix.   

The IPPF and GAGAS are organized differently, and utilize different naming conventions: 

The IPPF is the conceptual framework that organizes the authoritative guidance promulgated by The IIA. Authoritative guidance is composed of two 
categories – (1) mandatory and (2) recommended. Mandatory guidance includes the: 

• Core Principles for the Professional Practice of Internal Auditing. 
• Definition of Internal Auditing. 
• Code of Ethics. 
• International Standards for the Professional Practice of Internal Auditing. 

Recommended guidance includes: 

• Implementation Guidance. 
• Supplemental Guidance. 

GAGAS is organized by chapter: 

• Chapter 1: Foundation and Principles for the Use and Application of Government Auditing Standards. 
• Chapter 2: General Requirements for Complying with Government Auditing Standards. 
• Chapter 3: Ethics, Independence, and Professional Judgment. 
• Chapter 4: Competence and Continuing Professional Education. 
• Chapter 5: Quality Control and Peer Review. 
• Chapter 8: Fieldwork Standards for Performance Audits. 
• Chapter 9: Reporting Standards for Performance Audits. 
• Chapter 6: Standards for Financial Audits and Chapter 7: Standards for Attestation Engagements and Review of Financial Statements are not 

included in this alignment document as these are not engagements typically performed by internal audit functions.  

For a high level but succinct overview of the both The IIA’s 2017 Red Book and the GAGAS 2018 Yellow Book, The IIA published a Public Sector Knowledge Brief, 
Implementing the New Government Auditing Standards, which provides a quick refresher on key aspects of the 2018 Yellow Book. It also dives into some of the 
critical changes and clarifications affecting internal auditors, including independence, with a specific focus on impact to internal audit and inspector general 
functions, peer review updated requirements, definitions of waste and abuse and requirements for reporting, and expanded focus and clarification on internal 
control when conducting performance audits. 

For additional information on The IIA, please visit our website at: https://na.theiia.org/Pages/IIAHome.aspx. 

For additional information on the Government Accountability Office, please visit their website at: https://www.gao.gov/.  

https://dl.theiia.org/ACGAMember/Implementing-the-New-Government-Auditing-Standards.pdf
https://na.theiia.org/Pages/IIAHome.aspx
https://www.gao.gov/


  

The Alignment Between The IIA’s Red Book (IPPF) and the GAO’s Yellow Book (GAGAS) 

 

3 | P a g e   
 

The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

The purpose of the Standards is to: 
1. Guide adherence with the mandatory 
elements of the International Professional 
Practices Framework. 
2. Provide a framework for performing and 
promoting a broad range of value-added 
internal auditing services. 
3. Establish the basis for the evaluation of 
internal audit performance. 
4. Foster improved organizational processes 
and operations. 

1.02 The concept of accountability for use of 
public resources and government authority is key 
to our nation’s governing processes. Management 
and officials entrusted with public resources are 
responsible for carrying out public functions and 
providing service to the public effectively, 
efficiently, economically, and ethically within the 
context of the statutory boundaries of the specific 
government program. 
 
1.05 Government auditing is essential in providing 
accountability to legislators, oversight bodies, 
those charged with governance, and the public. 
GAGAS engagements provide an independent, 
objective, nonpartisan assessment of the 
stewardship, performance, or cost of government 
policies, programs, or operations, depending upon 
the type and scope of the engagement. 

Audit activities that follow both The IIA’s 
IPPF and GAGAS in audit work should 
conduct such work in accordance with both 
sets of audit standards. 

The Standards are a set of principles-based, 
mandatory requirements consisting of: 
• Statements of core requirements for the 

professional practice of internal auditing 
and for evaluating the effectiveness of 
performance that are internationally 
applicable at organizational and 
individual levels. 

• Interpretations clarifying terms or 
concepts within the Standards. 

Excerpted from Page 1: The professional 
standards presented in this 2018 revision of 
Government Auditing Standards (known as the 
Yellow Book) provide a framework for performing 
high-quality audit work with competence, integrity, 
objectivity, and independence to provide 
accountability and to help improve government 
operations and services. These standards, 
commonly referred to as generally accepted 
government auditing standards (GAGAS), provide 
the foundation for government auditors to lead by 
example in the areas of independence, 
transparency, accountability, and quality through 
the audit process. 

 

The Standards, together with the Code of 
Ethics, encompass all mandatory elements 

1.06 The professional standards and guidance 
contained in this document provide a framework 

Audit activities may consider following 
GAGAS when conducting engagements 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

of the International Professional Practices 
Framework; therefore, conformance with the 
Code of Ethics and the Standards 
demonstrates conformance with all 
mandatory elements of the International 
Professional Practices Framework. 

for conducting high-quality engagements with 
competence, integrity, objectivity, and 
independence. Auditors of government entities, 
entities that receive government awards, and 
other entities, as required by law or regulation or 
as they elect, may use these standards. Overall, 
GAGAS contains standards for engagements 
comprising individual requirements that are 
identified by terminology as discussed in 
paragraphs 2.02 through 2.10. GAGAS contains 
requirements and guidance dealing with ethics, 
independence, auditors’ professional judgment 
and competence, quality control, peer review, 
conducting the engagement, and reporting. 
 
1.11 Even if not required to do so, auditors may 
find it useful to follow GAGAS in conducting 
engagements pertaining to federal, state, and 
local government programs as well as 
engagements pertaining to state and local 
government awards that contractors, nonprofit 
entities, and other nongovernmental entities 
administer. Though not formally required to do so, 
many audit organizations, both in the United 
States and in other countries, voluntarily follow 
GAGAS. 
 
1.12 GAGAS provides standards that are used by 
a wide range of auditors and audit organizations 
that audit government entities, entities that receive 
government awards, and other entities. These 
auditors and audit organizations may also be 
subject to additional requirements unique to their 
environments. Examples of the various types of 

pertaining to government programs and 
awards as stated in 1.11, but should also 
be aware of other considerations s as 
stated in 1.12. 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

users who may be required or may elect to use 
GAGAS include the following: 
a. Contract auditors: audit organizations that 
specialize in conducting engagements pertaining 
to government acquisitions and contract 
administration. 
b. Certified public accounting firms: public 
accounting organizations in the private sector that 
provide audit, attestation, or review services under 
contract to government entities or recipients of 
government funds. 
c. Federal inspectors general: government audit 
organizations within federal agencies that conduct 
engagements and investigations relating to the 
programs and operations of their agencies and 
issue reports both to agency management and to 
third parties external to the audited entity. 
d. Federal agency internal auditors: internal 
government audit organizations associated with 
federal agencies that conduct engagements and 
investigations relating to the programs and 
operations of their agencies. 
e. Municipal auditors: elected or appointed 
officials in government audit organizations in the 
United States at the city, county, and other local 
government levels. 
f. State auditors: elected or appointed officials in 
audit organizations in the governments of the 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. 
territories. 
g. Supreme audit institutions: national government 
audit organizations, in the United States or 
elsewhere, typically headed by a comptroller 
general or auditor general. 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

SHOULD vs. MUST: 
The Standards employ terms as defined 
specifically in the Glossary. To understand 
and apply the Standards correctly, it is 
necessary to consider the specific meanings 
from the Glossary. Furthermore, the 
Standards use the word “must” to specify an 
unconditional requirement and the word 
“should” where conformance is expected 
unless, when applying professional 
judgment, circumstances justify deviation. 

2.02 GAGAS uses two categories of 
requirements, identified by specific terms, to 
describe the degree of responsibility they impose 
on auditors and audit organizations: 
a. Unconditional requirements: Auditors and audit 
organizations must comply with an unconditional 
requirement in all cases where such requirement 
is relevant. GAGAS uses must to indicate an 
unconditional requirement. 
b. Presumptively mandatory requirements: 
Auditors and audit organizations must comply with 
a presumptively mandatory requirement in all 
cases where such a requirement is relevant 
except in rare circumstances discussed in 
paragraphs 2.03, 2.04, and 2.08. GAGAS uses 
should to indicate a presumptively mandatory 
requirement. 
 
2.03 In rare circumstances, auditors and audit 
organizations may determine it necessary to 
depart from a relevant presumptively mandatory 
requirement. In such rare circumstances, auditors 
should perform alternative procedures to achieve 
the intent of that requirement. 
 
2.04 If, in rare circumstances, auditors judge it 
necessary to depart from a relevant presumptively 
mandatory requirement, they must document their 
justification for the departure and how the 
alternative procedures performed in the 
circumstances were sufficient to achieve the intent 
of that requirement. 
 

Audit activities should pay attention to 
specific language to ensure they are 
adequately following required standards 
from each set of standards followed.  
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

2.05 Auditors should have an understanding of 
the entire text of applicable chapters of GAGAS, 
including application guidance, and any 
amendments that GAO issued, to understand the 
intent of the requirements and to apply the 
requirements properly. 
 
2.06 Auditors should consider applicable GAO-
issued GAGAS interpretive guidance in 
conducting and reporting on GAGAS 
engagements. 

OTHER AUTHORITATIVE BODIES: 
If the Standards are used in conjunction with 
requirements issued by other authoritative 
bodies, internal audit communications may 
also cite the use of other requirements, as 
appropriate. In such a case, if the internal 
audit activity indicates conformance with the 
Standards and inconsistencies exist between 
the Standards and other requirements, 
internal auditors and the internal audit 
activity must conform with the Standards and 
may conform with the other requirements if 
such requirements are more restrictive. 

1.09 The following are some of the laws, 
regulations, and other authoritative sources that 
require the use of GAGAS: 
a. The Inspector General Act of 1978, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. App.), requires that the 
federal inspectors general appointed under that 
act comply with GAGAS for audits of federal 
establishments, organizations, programs, 
activities, and functions. The act further states that 
the inspectors general shall take appropriate 
steps to assure that any work performed by 
nonfederal auditors complies with GAGAS. 
b. The Chief Financial Officers Act of 1990 (Public 
Law 101-576), as expanded by the Government 
Management Reform Act of 1994 (Public Law 
103-356), requires that GAGAS be followed in 
audits of major executive branch departments’ 
and agencies’ financial statements. The 
Accountability of Tax Dollars Act of 2002 (Public 
Law 107-289) generally extends this requirement 
to most executive agencies not subject to the 
Chief Financial Officers Act. 

Audit activities should be aware of and 
consider any legal requirements for 
following a specific set of standards in 
conducting audit work.  
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

c. The Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 
(Public Law 104-156) requires that GAGAS be 
followed in audits of state and local governments 
and nonprofit entities that receive federal awards. 
Subpart F of OMB’s Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards (2 C.F.R. part 
200), which provides the government-wide 
guidelines and policies on conducting audits to 
comply with the Single Audit Act, reiterates the 
requirement to use GAGAS. 
 
1.10 Other laws, regulations, or authoritative 
sources may require the use of GAGAS. For 
example, auditors at the state and local 
government levels may be required by state and 
local laws and regulations to follow GAGAS. Also, 
auditors may be required by the terms of an 
agreement or contract to follow GAGAS. Auditors 
may also be required to follow GAGAS by federal 
audit guidelines pertaining to program 
requirements. Being aware of such other laws, 
regulations, or authoritative sources may assist 
auditors in performing their work in accordance 
with the required standards. 
 
2.11 When auditors cite compliance with both 
GAGAS and another set of standards, such as 
those listed in paragraphs 2.13, 2.15, 6.01, and 
7.01, auditors should refer to paragraph 2.17 for 
the requirements for citing compliance with 
GAGAS. In addition to citing GAGAS, auditors 
may also cite the use of other standards in their 
reports when they have also met the requirements 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

for citing compliance with the other standards. 
Auditors should refer to the other set of standards 
for the basis for citing compliance with those 
standards. 

Code of Ethics 
The purpose of the Institute’s Code of Ethics 
is to promote an ethical culture in the 
profession of internal auditing. 
 
This Code of Ethics applies to both entities 
and individuals that perform internal audit 
services. 
 
Internal Auditors are expected to apply and 
uphold the following principles: 
1. Integrity 
The integrity of internal auditors establishes 
trust and thus provides the basis for reliance 
on their judgment. 
2. Objectivity 
Internal auditors exhibit the highest level of 
professional objectivity in gathering, 
evaluating, and communicating information 
about the activity or process being 
examined. Internal auditors make a balanced 
assessment of all the relevant circumstances 
and are not unduly influenced by their own 
interests or by others in forming judgments. 
3. Confidentiality 
Internal auditors respect the value and 
ownership of information they receive and do 
not disclose information without appropriate 
authority unless there is a legal or 
professional obligation to do so. 

3.02 The ethical principles presented in this 
section provide the foundation, discipline, and 
structure, as well as the environment, that 
influence the application of GAGAS. 
 
3.04 Performing audit work in accordance with 
ethical principles is a matter of personal and 
organizational responsibility. Ethical principles 
apply in preserving auditor independence, taking 
on only work that the audit organization is 
competent to perform, performing high-quality 
work, and following the applicable standards cited 
in the audit report. Integrity and objectivity are 
maintained when auditors perform their work 
and make decisions that are consistent with the 
broader interest of those relying on the audit 
report, including the public. 
 
3.05 Other ethical requirements or codes of 
professional conduct may also be applicable to 
auditors who conduct engagements in accordance 
with GAGAS. For example, individual auditors 
who are members of professional organizations or 
are licensed or certified professionals may also be 
subject to ethical requirements of those 
professional organizations or licensing bodies. 
Auditors employed by government entities may 
also be subject to government ethics laws and 
regulations. 
 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards are expected to apply 
and uphold the following principles to meet 
the requirements of both: 

1. Personal and organizational 
responsibility. 

2. Integrity. 
3. Objectivity. 
4. Confidentiality. 
5. Competency. 
6. The public interest. 
7. Proper use of government information, 

resources, and positions. 
8. Professional behavior. 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

4. Competency 
Internal auditors apply the knowledge, skills, 
and experience needed in the performance o 
internal audit services.  

3.06 The ethical principles that guide the work of 
auditors who conduct engagements in accordance 
with GAGAS are 
a. the public interest; 
b. integrity; 
c. objectivity; 
d. proper use of government information, 
resources, and positions; and 
e. professional behavior. 
 
3.07 The public interest is defined as the 
collective well-being of the community of people 
and entities that the auditors serve. Observing 
integrity, objectivity, and independence in 
discharging their professional responsibilities 
helps auditors serve the public interest and honor 
the public trust. The principle of the public interest 
is fundamental to the responsibilities of auditors 
and critical in the government environment. 
 
3.08 A distinguishing mark of an auditor is 
acceptance of responsibility to serve the public 
interest. This responsibility is critical when 
auditing in the government environment. GAGAS 
embodies the concept of accountability for public 
resources, which is fundamental to serve the 
public interest.  
 
3.09 Public confidence in government is 
maintained and strengthened by auditors 
performing their professional responsibilities with 
integrity. Integrity includes auditors performing 
their work with an attitude that is objective, fact-
based, nonpartisan, and nonideological with 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

regard to audited entities and users of the audit 
reports. Within the constraints of applicable 
confidentiality laws, regulations, or policies, 
communications with the audited entity, those 
charged with governance, and the individuals 
contracting for or requesting the engagement are 
expected to be honest, candid, and constructive. 
 
3.10 Making decisions consistent with the public 
interest of the program or activity under audit is an 
important part of the principle of integrity. In 
discharging their professional responsibilities, 
auditors may encounter conflicting pressures from 
management of the audited entity, various levels 
of government, and other likely users. Auditors 
may also encounter pressures to inappropriately 
achieve personal or organizational gain. In 
resolving those conflicts and pressures, acting 
with integrity means that auditors place priority on 
their responsibilities to the public interest.  

1000 – Purpose, Authority, and 
Responsibility 
The purpose, authority, and responsibility of 
the internal audit activity must be formally 
defined in an internal audit charter, 
consistent with the Mission of Internal Audit 
and the mandatory elements of the 
International Professional Practices 
Framework (the Core Principles for the 
Professional Practice of Internal Auditing, the 
Code of Ethics, the Standards, and the 
Definition of Internal Auditing). The chief 
audit executive must periodically review the 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

internal audit charter and present it to senior 
management and the board for approval. 
 
1000.A1 – The nature of assurance services 
provided to the organization must be defined 
in the internal audit charter. If assurances 
are to be provided to parties outside the 
organization, the nature of these assurances 
must also be defined in the internal audit 
charter. 
1010 – Recognizing Mandatory Guidance 
in the Internal Audit Charter 
The mandatory nature of the Core Principles 
for the Professional Practice of Internal 
Auditing, the Code of Ethics, the Standards, 
and the Definition of Internal Auditing must 
be recognized in the internal audit charter. 
The chief audit executive should discuss the 
Mission of Internal Audit and the mandatory 
elements of the International Professional 
Practices Framework with senior 
management and the board. 

3.03 Because auditing is essential to government 
accountability to the public, the public expects 
audit organizations and auditors who perform their 
work in accordance with GAGAS to follow ethical 
principles. Management of the audit organization 
sets the tone for ethical behavior throughout the 
organization by maintaining an ethical culture, 
clearly communicating acceptable behavior and 
expectations to each employee, and creating an 
environment that reinforces and encourages 
ethical behavior throughout all levels of the 
organization. The ethical tone maintained and 
demonstrated by management and personnel is 
an essential element of a positive ethical 
environment for the audit organization. 

For audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards, ethical expectations 
and standards must be incorporated into 
an internal audit charter to be in 
compliance with IIA Standard 1010. 

1100 – Independence and Objectivity 
The internal audit activity must be 
independent, and internal auditors must be 
objective in performing their work. 

3.18 In all matters relating to the GAGAS 
engagement, auditors and audit organizations 
must be independent from an audited entity. 
 
3.19 Auditors and audit organizations should 
avoid situations that could lead reasonable and 
informed third parties to conclude that the auditors 
and audit organizations are not independent and 
thus are not capable of exercising objective and 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should comply with the 
GAGAS conceptual framework and 
requirements for nonaudit services, 
Chapter 3.  
 
Audit Organizations in Government Entities 
should also ensure they are familiar with 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

impartial judgment on all issues associated with 
conducting the engagement and reporting on the 
work.  
 
3.20 Except under the limited circumstances 
discussed in paragraphs 3.66 and 3.67, auditors 
and audit organizations should be independent 
from an audited entity during a. any period of time 
that falls within the period covered by the financial 
statements or subject matter of the engagement 
and b. the period of professional engagement.  
 
3.21 Independence comprises the following:  
a. Independence of mind: The state of mind that 
permits the conduct of an engagement without 
being affected by influences that compromise 
professional judgment, thereby allowing an 
individual to act with integrity and exercise 
objectivity and professional skepticism.  
b. Independence in appearance: The absence of 
circumstances that would cause a reasonable and 
informed third party to reasonably conclude that 
the integrity, objectivity, or professional skepticism 
of an audit organization or member of the 
engagement team had been compromised. 
 
3.27 Auditors should apply the conceptual 
framework at the audit organization, engagement 
team, and individual auditor levels to 
a. identify threats to independence; 
b. evaluate the significance of the threats 
identified, both individually and in the aggregate; 
and 

and consider the application guidance in 
GAGAS 3.52 through 3.56. 
 
Internal Auditors should ensure they are 
familiar with and consider the application 
guidance in GAGAS 3.57 and 3.58. 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

c. apply safeguards as necessary to eliminate the 
threats or reduce them to an acceptable level. 
 
3.28 Auditors should reevaluate threats to 
independence, including any safeguards applied, 
whenever the audit organization or the auditors 
become aware of new information or changes in 
facts and circumstances that could affect whether 
a threat has been eliminated or reduced to an 
acceptable level. 
 
3.29 Auditors should use professional judgment 
when applying the conceptual framework. 
 
3.30 Auditors should evaluate the following broad 
categories of threats to independence when 
applying the GAGAS conceptual framework: 
a. Self-interest threat: The threat that a financial or 
other interest will inappropriately influence an 
auditor’s judgment or behavior. 
b. Self-review threat: The threat that an auditor or 
audit organization that has provided nonaudit 
services will not appropriately evaluate the results 
of previous judgments made or services provided 
as part of the nonaudit services when forming a 
judgment significant to a GAGAS engagement. 
c. Bias threat: The threat that an auditor will, as a 
result of political, ideological, social, or other 
convictions, take a position that is not objective.  
d. Familiarity threat: The threat that aspects of a 
relationship with management or personnel of an 
audited entity, such as a close or long 
relationship, or that of an immediate or close 
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The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

family member, will lead an auditor to take a 
position that is not objective. 
e. Undue influence threat: The threat that 
influences or pressures from sources external to 
the audit organization will affect an auditor’s ability 
to make objective judgments. 
g. Structural threat: The threat that an audit 
organization’s placement within a government 
entity, in combination with the structure of the 
government entity being audited, will affect the 
audit organization’s ability to perform work and 
report results objectively. 
 
3.31 Auditors should determine whether identified 
threats to independence are at an acceptable 
level or have been eliminated or reduced to an 
acceptable level, considering both qualitative and 
quantitative factors to determine the significance 
of a threat.  
 
3.32 When auditors determine that threats to 
independence are not at an acceptable level, the 
auditors should determine whether appropriate 
safeguards can be applied to eliminate the threats 
or reduce them to an acceptable level.  
 
3.33 In cases where auditors determine that 
threats to independence require the application of 
safeguards, auditors should document the threats 
identified and the safeguards applied to eliminate 
or reduce the threats to an acceptable level. 
 
3.34 If auditors initially identify a threat to 
independence after the audit report is issued, 
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auditors should evaluate the threat’s effect on the 
engagement and on GAGAS compliance. If the 
auditors determine that the newly identified 
threat’s effect on the engagement would have 
resulted in the audit report being different from the 
report issued had the auditors been aware of it, 
they should communicate in the same manner as 
that used to originally distribute the report to those 
charged with governance, the appropriate officials 
of the audited entity, the appropriate officials of 
the audit organization requiring or arranging for 
the engagements, and other known users, so that 
they do not continue to rely on findings or 
conclusions that were affected by the threat to 
independence. If auditors previously posted the 
report to their publicly accessible website, they 
should remove the report and post a public 
notification that the report was removed. The 
auditors should then determine whether to 
perform the additional engagement work 
necessary to reissue the report, including any 
revised findings or conclusions, or to repost the 
original report if the additional engagement work 
does not result in a change in findings or 
conclusions. 
 
3.97 Auditors should conclude that providing or 
supervising ongoing monitoring procedures over 
an entity’s system of internal control impairs 
independence because the management 
participation threat created is so significant that no 
safeguards could reduce the threat to an 
acceptable level. 
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3.98 Separate evaluations are sometimes 
provided as a nonaudit service. When providing 
separate evaluations as nonaudit services, 
auditors should evaluate the significance of the 
threat created by performing separate evaluations 
and apply safeguards when necessary to 
eliminate the threat or reduce it to an acceptable 
level. 
 
8.82 If the engagement team intends to use the 
work of a specialist, it should assess the 
independence of the specialist. 
 
9.04 Audit organizations that meet the 
independence requirements for internal audit 
organizations, but not those for external audit 
organizations, should include in the GAGAS 
compliance statement, where applicable, a 
statement that they are independent per the 
GAGAS requirements for internal auditors. 

1110 – Organizational Independence 
The chief audit executive must report to a 
level within the organization that allows the 
internal audit activity to fulfill its 
responsibilities. The chief audit executive 
must confirm to the board, at least annually, 
the organizational independence of the 
internal audit activity. 
 
1110.A1 - The internal audit activity must be 
free from interference in determining the 
scope of internal auditing, performing work, 
and communicating results. The chief audit 

3.18 In all matters relating to the GAGAS 
engagement, auditors and audit organizations 
must be independent from an audited entity. 
 
3.19 Auditors and audit organizations should 
avoid situations that could lead reasonable and 
informed third parties to conclude that the auditors 
and audit organizations are not independent and 
thus are not capable of exercising objective and 
impartial judgment on all issues associated with 
conducting the engagement and reporting on the 
work. 
 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards must comply with IIA 
Standard 1110 by ensuring the chief audit 
executive reports to a level within the 
organization that allows the internal audit 
activity to fulfill its responsibilities and 
maintain the organizational independence 
of the internal audit activity. 
 
To ensure compliance with GAGAS 3.60, 
steps must be taken to mitigate or remove 
threats to independence – even including 
declining an engagement. 
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executive must disclose such interference to 
the board and discuss the implications.  

3.20 Except under the limited circumstances 
discussed in paragraphs 3.66 and 3.67, auditors 
and audit organizations should be independent 
from an audited entity during 
a. any period of time that falls within the period 
covered by the financial statements or subject 
matter of the engagement and 
b. the period of professional engagement. 
 
3.59 Auditors should conclude that independence 
is impaired if no safeguards have been effectively 
applied to eliminate an unacceptable threat or 
reduce it to an acceptable level.  
 
3.60 When auditors conclude that independence 
of the engagement team or the audit organization 
is impaired under paragraph 3.59, auditors should 
decline to accept an engagement or should 
terminate an engagement in progress (except in 
circumstances discussed in paragraphs 3.25 or 
3.84). 
 
5.09 At least annually, the audit organization 
should obtain written affirmation of compliance 
with its policies and procedures on independence 
from all of its personnel required to be 
independent. 

1111 – Direct Interaction with the Board 
The chief audit executive must communicate 
and interact directly with the board. 

 To ensure compliance with IIA Standard 
1111 in the public sector, the chief audit 
executive must interact directly with the 
audit committee.  

1112 – Chief Audit Executive Roles 
Beyond Internal Auditing 

3.73 Before auditors agree to provide nonaudit 
services to an audited entity that the audited 
entity’s management requested and that could 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should conduct their 
work paying particular attention to the 
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Where the chief audit executive has or is 
expected to have roles and/or responsibilities 
that fall outside of internal auditing, 
safeguards must be in place to limit 
impairments to independence or objectivity. 

create a threat to independence, either by 
themselves or in aggregate with other nonaudit 
services provided, with respect to any GAGAS 
engagement they conduct, auditors should 
determine that the audited entity has designated 
an individual who possesses suitable skill, 
knowledge, or experience and that the individual 
understands the services to be provided 
sufficiently to oversee them.  
 
3.74 Auditors should document consideration of 
management’s ability to effectively oversee 
nonaudit services to be provided.  
 
3.75 In cases where the audited entity is unable or 
unwilling to assume these responsibilities (for 
example, the audited entity does not have an 
individual with suitable skill, knowledge, or 
experience to oversee the nonaudit services 
provided, or is unwilling to perform such functions 
because of lack of time or desire), auditors should 
conclude that the provision of these services is an 
impairment to independence. 
 
3.76 Auditors providing nonaudit services to 
audited entities should obtain agreement from 
audited entity management that audited entity 
management performs the following functions in 
connection with the nonaudit services: a. assumes 
all management responsibilities; b. oversees the 
services, by designating an individual, preferably 
within senior management, who possesses 
suitable skill, knowledge or experience; c. 
evaluates the adequacy and results of the 

more prescriptive GAGAS standards in this 
area. 
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services provided; and d. accepts responsibility 
for the results of the services. 
 
3.77 In connection with nonaudit services, 
auditors should establish and document their 
understanding with the audited entity’s 
management or those charged with governance, 
as appropriate, regarding the following: a. 
objectives of the nonaudit service, b. services to 
be provided, c. audited entity’s acceptance of its 
responsibilities as discussed in paragraph 3.76, d. 
the auditors’ responsibilities, and e. any limitations 
on the provision of nonaudit services. 
 
3.78 Auditors should conclude that management 
responsibilities that the auditors perform for an 
audited entity are impairments to independence. If 
the auditors were to assume management 
responsibilities for an audited entity, the 
management participation threats created would 
be so significant that no safeguards could reduce 
them to an acceptable level. 
 
3.87 Auditors should conclude that the following 
services involving preparation of accounting 
records impair independence with respect to an 
audited entity: 
a. determining or changing journal entries, 
account codes or classifications for transactions, 
or other accounting records for the entity without 
obtaining management’s approval; 
b. authorizing or approving the entity’s 
transactions; and 
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c. preparing or making changes to source 
documents without management approval. 
 
3.88 Auditors should conclude that preparing 
financial statements in their entirety from a client-
provided trial balance or underlying accounting 
records creates significant threats to auditors’ 
independence, and should document the threats 
and safeguards applied to eliminate and reduce 
threats to an acceptable level in accordance with 
paragraph 3.33 or decline to provide the services. 
 
3.89 Auditors should identify as threats to 
independence any services related to preparing 
accounting records and financial statements, 
other than those defined as impairments to 
independence in paragraph 3.87 and significant 
threats in paragraph 3.88. These services include 
a. recording transactions for which management 
has determined or approved the appropriate 
account classification, or posting coded 
transactions to an audited entity’s general ledger; 
b. preparing certain line items or sections of the 
financial statements based on information in the 
trial balance; 
c. posting entries that an audited entity’s 
management has approved to the entity’s trial 
balance; and d. preparing account reconciliations 
that identify reconciling items for the audited entity 
management’s evaluation. 
 
3.97 Auditors should conclude that providing or 
supervising ongoing monitoring procedures over 
an entity’s system of internal control impairs 
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independence because the management 
participation threat created is so significant that no 
safeguards could reduce the threat to an 
acceptable level.  
 
3.98 Separate evaluations are sometimes 
provided as a nonaudit service. When providing 
separate evaluations as nonaudit services, 
auditors should evaluate the significance of the 
threat created by performing separate evaluations 
and apply safeguards when necessary to 
eliminate the threat or reduce it to an acceptable 
level.  
 
3.102 Auditors should conclude that providing 
information technology (IT) services to an audited 
entity that relate to the period under audit impairs 
independence if those services include 
a. designing or developing an audited entity’s 
financial information system or other IT system 
that will play a significant role in the management 
of an area of operations that is or will be the 
subject matter of an engagement; 
b. making other than insignificant modifications to 
source code underlying an audited entity’s 
existing financial information system or other IT 
system that will play a significant role in the 
management of an area of operations that is or 
will be the subject matter of an engagement; 
c. supervising audited entity personnel in the daily 
operation of an audited entity’s information 
system; or 
d. operating an audited entity’s network, financial 
information system, or other IT system that will 
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play a significant role in the management of an 
area of operations that is or will be the subject 
matter of an engagement. 
 
3.104 Auditors should conclude that 
independence is impaired if an audit organization 
provides appraisal, valuation, or actuarial services 
to an audited entity when (1) the services involve 
a significant degree of subjectivity and (2) the 
results of the service, individually or when 
combined with other valuation, appraisal, or 
actuarial services, are material to the audited 
entity’s financial statements or other information 
on which the audit organization is reporting. 
3.106 Auditors should conclude that providing 
certain other nonaudit services impairs an 
external auditor’s independence with respect to an 
audited entity. These activities include the 
following: 
a. Advisory service 
(1) Assuming any management responsibilities 
b. Benefit plan administration 
(1) Making policy decisions on behalf of 
management 
(2) Interpreting the provisions in a plan document 
for a plan participant on behalf of management 
without first obtaining management’s concurrence 
(3) Making disbursements on behalf of the plan 
(4) Having custody of the plan’s assets 
(5) Serving in a fiduciary capacity, as defined 
under the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 197424 
c. Business risk consulting 
(1) Making or approving business risk decisions 
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(2) Presenting business risk considerations to 
those charged with governance on behalf of 
management 
d. Executive or employee recruiting 
(1) Committing the audited entity to employee 
compensation or benefit arrangements 
(2) Hiring or terminating the audited entity’s 
employees 
e. Investment advisory or management 
(1) Making investment decisions on behalf of 
management or otherwise having discretionary 
authority over an audited entity’s investments 
(2) Executing a transaction to buy or sell an 
audited entity’s investments 
(3) Having custody of an audited entity’s assets, 
such as taking temporary possession of securities 

1120 – Individual Objectivity 
Internal auditors must have an impartial, 
unbiased attitude and avoid any conflict of 
interest. 

3.11 Auditors’ objectivity in discharging their 
professional responsibilities is the basis for the 
credibility of auditing in the government sector. 
Objectivity includes independence of mind and 
appearance when conducting engagements, 
maintaining an attitude of impartiality, having 
intellectual honesty, and being free of conflicts of 
interest. Maintaining objectivity includes a 
continuing assessment of relationships with 
audited entities and other stakeholders in the 
context of the auditors’ responsibility to the public. 
The concepts of objectivity and independence are 
closely related. Independence impairments affect 
auditors’ objectivity. 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should ensure 
compliance with GAGAS by ensuring a 
continuing assessment of relationships 
with audited entities and other 
stakeholders in the context of the auditors’ 
responsibility to the public. 

1130 – Impairment to Independence or 
Objectivity 
If independence or objectivity is impaired in 
fact or appearance, the details of the 

3.31 Auditors should determine whether identified 
threats to independence are at an acceptable 
level or have been eliminated or reduced to an 
acceptable level, considering both qualitative and 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should conduct their 
work paying particular attention to the 
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impairment must be disclosed to appropriate 
parties. The nature of the disclosure will 
depend upon the impairment. 
 
1130.A1 – Internal auditors must refrain from 
assessing specific operations for which they 
were previously responsible. Objectivity is 
presumed to be impaired if an internal 
auditor provides assurance services for an 
activity for which the internal auditor had 
responsibility within the previous year.  
 
1130.A2 – Assurance engagements for 
functions over which the chief audit 
executive has responsibility must be 
overseen by a party outside the internal audit 
activity.  
 
1130.A3 – The internal audit activity may 
provide assurance services where it had 
previously performed consulting services, 
provided the nature of the consulting did not 
impair objectivity and provided individual 
objectivity is managed when assigning 
resources to the engagement.  

quantitative factors to determine the significance 
of a threat. 
 
3.32 When auditors determine that threats to 
independence are not at an acceptable level, the 
auditors should determine whether appropriate 
safeguards can be applied to eliminate the threats 
or reduce them to an acceptable level. 
 
3.33 In cases where auditors determine that 
threats to independence require the application of 
safeguards, auditors should document the threats 
identified and the safeguards applied to eliminate 
or reduce the threats to an acceptable level. 
 
3.34 If auditors initially identify a threat to 
independence after the audit report is issued, 
auditors should evaluate the threat’s effect on the 
engagement and on GAGAS compliance. If the 
auditors determine that the newly identified 
threat’s effect on the engagement would have 
resulted in the audit report being different from the 
report issued had the auditors been aware of it, 
they should communicate in the same manner as 
that used to originally distribute the report to those 
charged with governance, the appropriate officials 
of the audited entity, the appropriate officials of 
the audit organization requiring or arranging for 
the engagements, and other known users, so that 
they do not continue to rely on findings or 
conclusions that were affected by the threat to 
independence. If auditors previously posted the 
report to their publicly accessible website, they 
should remove the report and post a public 

more prescriptive GAGAS standards in this 
area. 
 
Auditors should determine whether 
identified threats to independence are at 
an acceptable level or have been 
eliminated or reduced to an acceptable 
level.  
 
When auditors determine that threats to 
independence are not at an acceptable 
level, the auditors should: 
 Determine whether appropriate 

safeguards can be applied to eliminate 
the threats or reduce them to an 
acceptable level. 

 Document the threats and safeguards 
used. 

 Conclude that independence is 
impaired if no safeguards have been 
effectively applied to eliminate an 
unacceptable threat or reduce it to an 
acceptable level. 

 Decline to accept an engagement or 
terminate an engagement in progress if 
no safeguards can be applied to 
eliminate or reduce threats. 

 Determine if providing a nonaudit 
service would create a threat to 
independence. 
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notification that the report was removed. The 
auditors should then determine whether to 
perform the additional engagement work 
necessary to reissue the report, including any 
revised findings or conclusions, or to repost the 
original report if the additional engagement work 
does not result in a change in findings or 
conclusions. 
 
3.59 Auditors should conclude that independence 
is impaired if no safeguards have been effectively 
applied to eliminate an unacceptable threat or 
reduce it to an acceptable level. 
 
3.60 When auditors conclude that independence 
of the engagement team or the audit organization 
is impaired under paragraph 3.59, auditors should 
decline to accept an engagement or should 
terminate an engagement in progress (except in 
circumstances discussed in paragraphs 3.25 or 
3.84). 
 
3.64 Before auditors agree to provide a nonaudit 
service to an audited entity, they should determine 
whether providing such a service would create a 
threat to independence, either by itself or in 
aggregate with other nonaudit services provided, 
with respect to any GAGAS engagement they 
conduct. 
 
3.83 Auditors who previously provided nonaudit 
services for an entity that is a prospective subject 
of an engagement should evaluate the effect of 
those nonaudit services on independence before 
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agreeing to conduct a GAGAS engagement. If 
auditors provided a nonaudit service in the period 
to be covered by the engagement, they should (1) 
determine if GAGAS expressly prohibits the 
nonaudit service; (2) if audited entity management 
requested the nonaudit service, determine 
whether the skills, knowledge, and experience of 
the individual responsible for overseeing the 
nonaudit service were sufficient; and (3) 
determine whether a threat to independence 
exists and address any threats noted in 
accordance with the conceptual framework. 
 
3.84 Auditors in a government entity may be 
required to provide a nonaudit service that impairs 
the auditors’ independence with respect to a 
required engagement. If, because of constitutional 
or statutory requirements over which they have no 
control, the auditors can neither implement 
safeguards to reduce the resulting threat to an 
acceptable level nor decline to provide or 
terminate a nonaudit service that is incompatible 
with engagement responsibilities, auditors should 
disclose the nature of the threat that could not be 
eliminated or reduced to an acceptable level and 
modify the GAGAS compliance statement as 
discussed in paragraph 2.17b accordingly. 
Determining how to modify the GAGAS 
compliance statement in these circumstances is a 
matter of professional judgment. 
 
3.90 Auditors should evaluate the significance of 
threats to independence created by providing any 
services discussed in paragraph 3.89 and should 
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document the evaluation of the significance of 
such threats. 
 
3.96 Internal audit assistance services involve 
assisting an entity in performing its internal audit 
activities. Auditors should conclude that the 
following internal audit assistance activities impair 
an external auditor’s independence with respect to 
an audited entity: 
a. setting internal audit policies or the strategic 
direction of internal audit activities; 
b. performing procedures that form part of the 
internal control, such as reviewing and approving 
changes to employee data access privileges; and 
c. determining the scope of the internal audit 
function and resulting work. 

1200 – Proficiency and Due Professional 
Care 
Engagements must be performed with 
proficiency and due professional care. 

3.29 Auditors should use professional judgment 
when applying the conceptual framework.  
 
3.109 Auditors must use professional judgment in 
planning and conducting the engagement and in 
reporting the results. 
 
4.02 The audit organization’s management must 
assign auditors to conduct the engagement who 
before beginning work on the engagement 
collectively possess the competence needed to 
address the engagement objectives and perform 
their work in accordance with GAGAS. 
 
4.03 The audit organization’s management must 
assign auditors who before beginning work on the 
engagement possess the competence needed for 
their assigned roles. 
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4.04 The audit organization should have a 
process for recruitment, hiring, continuous 
development, assignment, and evaluation of 
personnel so that the workforce has the essential 
knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to 
conduct the engagement. The nature, extent, and 
formality of the process will depend on various 
factors, such as the size of the audit organization, 
its structure, and its work. 

1210 – Proficiency 
Internal auditors must possess the 
knowledge, skills, and other competencies 
needed to perform their individual 
responsibilities. The internal audit activity 
collectively must possess or obtain the 
knowledge, skills, and other competencies 
needed to perform its responsibilities. 
 
1210.A1 – The chief audit executive must 
obtain competent advice and assistance if 
the internal auditors lack the knowledge, 
skills, or other competencies needed to 
perform all or part of the engagement.  
 
1210.A2 – Internal auditors must have 
sufficient knowledge to evaluate the risk of 
fraud and the manner in which it is managed 
by the organization, but are not expected to 
have the expertise of a person whose 
primary responsibility is detecting and 
investigating fraud.  
 
1210.A3 – Internal auditors must have 
sufficient knowledge of key information 

4.02 The audit organization’s management must 
assign auditors to conduct the engagement who 
before beginning work on the engagement 
collectively possess the competence needed to 
address the engagement objectives and perform 
their work in accordance with GAGAS. 
 
5.15 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures for human resources that 
are designed to provide the organization with 
reasonable assurance that it has personnel with 
the competence to conduct GAGAS engagements 
in accordance with professional standards and 
applicable legal and regulatory requirements. 
 
8.63 Understanding information systems controls 
is important when information systems are used 
extensively throughout the program under audit 
and the fundamental business processes related 
to the audit objectives rely on information 
systems. Information systems controls consist of 
those internal controls that depend on information 
systems a. Information systems general controls 
(entity-wide, system, and application levels) are 
the policies and procedures that apply to all or a 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should pay particular 
attention to GAGAS 5.15 by having 
policies and procedures in place to ensure 
that the organization and internal auditors 
possess or obtain the knowledge, skills, 
and other competencies needed to 
conduct engagements in accordance with 
professional standards and applicable 
legal and regulatory requirements. 
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technology risks and controls and available 
technology-based audit techniques to 
perform their assigned work. However, not 
all internal auditors are expected to have the 
expertise of an internal auditor whose 
primary responsibility is information 
technology auditing. 
 
 

large segment of an entity’s information systems. 
General controls help ensure the proper operation 
of information systems by creating the 
environment for proper operation of application 
controls. General controls include security 
management, logical and physical access, 
configuration management, segregation of duties, 
and contingency planning. b. Application controls, 
sometimes referred to as business process 
controls, are those controls that are incorporated 
directly into computer applications to help ensure 
the validity, completeness, accuracy, and 
confidentiality of transactions and data during 
application processing. Application controls 
include controls over input, processing, output, 
master file, interface, and the data management 
system. c. User controls are portions of controls 
that are performed by people interacting with 
information systems controls. A user control is an 
information systems control if its effectiveness 
depends on information systems processing or 
the reliability (accuracy, completeness, and 
validity) of information processed by information 
systems. 
 
8.64 An entity’s use of information systems 
controls may be extensive; however, auditors are 
primarily interested in those information systems 
controls that are significant to the audit objectives. 
Information systems controls are significant to the 
audit objectives if auditors determine that it is 
necessary to evaluate the effectiveness of these 
controls in order to obtain sufficient, appropriate 
evidence. For example, an audit objective may 
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involve evaluating the effectiveness of information 
systems controls related to certain systems, 
facilities, or entities.  
 
8.65 Audit procedures to evaluate the 
effectiveness of significant information systems 
controls include (1) gaining an understanding of 
the system as it relates to the information and (2) 
identifying and evaluating the general, application, 
and user controls that are critical to providing 
assurance over the reliability of the information 
required for the audit.  
 
8.66 The evaluation of information systems 
controls may be done in conjunction with the 
auditors’ consideration of internal control within 
the context of the audit objectives or as a 
separate audit objective or audit procedure, 
depending on the audit’s objectives. Depending 
on the significance of information systems 
controls to the audit objectives, the extent of audit 
procedures to obtain such an understanding may 
be limited or extensive. In addition, the nature and 
extent of audit risk related to information systems 
controls are affected by the hardware and 
software used, the configuration of the entity’s 
systems and networks, and the entity’s 
information systems strategy.  
 
8.67 The following factors may assist auditors in 
determining the significance of information system 
controls to the audit objectives: a. The extent to 
which internal controls that are significant to the 
audit depend on the reliability of information 
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processed or generated by information systems. 
b. The availability of evidence outside the 
information system to support the findings and 
conclusions. It may not be possible for auditors to 
obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence without 
evaluating the effectiveness of relevant 
information systems controls. For example, if 
information supporting the findings and 
conclusions is generated by information systems 
or its reliability depends on information systems 
controls, there may not be sufficient supporting or 
corroborating information or documentary 
evidence available other than that produced by 
the information systems. c. The relationship of 
information systems controls to data reliability. To 
obtain evidence about the reliability of computer-
generated information, auditors may decide to 
evaluate the effectiveness of information systems 
controls as part of obtaining evidence about the 
reliability of the data. If the auditors conclude that 
information systems controls are effective, they 
may reduce the direct testing of data. 

1220 – Due Professional Care 
Internal auditors must apply the care and 
skill expected of a reasonably prudent and 
competent internal auditor. Due professional 
care does not imply infallibility. 
 
1220.A1 – Internal auditors must exercise 
due professional care by considering the: 
• Extent of work needed to achieve the 

engagement’s objectives. 

3.29 Auditors should use professional judgment 
when applying the conceptual framework. 
 
3.109 Auditors must use professional judgment in 
planning and conducting the engagement and in 
reporting the results. 
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• Relative complexity, materiality, or 
significance of matters to which 
assurance procedures are applied.  

• Adequacy and effectiveness of 
governance, risk management, and 
control processes. 

• Probability of significant errors, fraud, or 
noncompliance. 

• Cost of assurance in relation to potential 
benefits. 

 
1220.A2 – In exercising due professional 
care internal auditors must consider the use 
of technology-based audit and other data 
analysis techniques. 
 
1220.A3 – Internal auditors must be alert to 
the significant risks that might affect 
objectives, operations, or resources. 
However, assurance procedures alone, even 
when performed with due professional care, 
do not guarantee that all significant risks will 
be identified.  
1230 – Continuing Professional 
Development 
Internal auditors must enhance their 
knowledge, skills, and other competencies 
through continuing professional 
development. 

4.04 The audit organization should have a 
process for recruitment, hiring, continuous 
development, assignment, and evaluation of 
personnel so that the workforce has the essential 
knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to 
conduct the engagement. The nature, extent, and 
formality of the process will depend on various 
factors, such as the size of the audit organization, 
its structure, and its work. 
 

Audit activities should follow the more 
detailed continuing professional education 
(CPE) requirements of GAGAS for all 
auditors and internal specialists performing 
work in accordance with GAGAS, whether 
certified or not.  
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4.16 Auditors who plan, direct, perform 
engagement procedures for, or report on an 
engagement conducted in accordance with 
GAGAS should develop and maintain their 
professional competence by completing at least 
80 hours of CPE in every 2-year period as follows: 
 
24 hours: Subject matter directly related to the 
government environment, government auditing, or 
the specific or unique environment in which the 
audited entity operates 
56 hours: Subject matter that directly enhance 
auditors’ professional expertise to conduct 
engagements. 
 
4.17 Auditors should complete at least 20 hours of 
CPE in each year of the 2-year periods. 
 
4.18 The audit organization should maintain 
documentation of each auditor’s CPE. 
 
5.16 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures to provide reasonable 
assurance that auditors who are performing work 
in accordance with GAGAS meet the continuing 
professional education (CPE) requirements, 
including maintaining documentation of the CPE 
completed and any exemptions granted. 

1300 – Quality Assurance and 
Improvement Program 
The chief audit executive must develop and 
maintain a quality assurance and 
improvement program that covers all aspects 
of the internal audit activity. 

5.02 An audit organization conducting 
engagements in accordance with GAGAS must 
establish and maintain a system of quality control 
that is designed to provide the audit organization 
with reasonable assurance that the organization 
and its personnel comply with professional 

Audit activities that follow both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should adhere to 
GAGAS’ more detailed requirements for 
the audit organization’s quality assurance 
system by ensuring the system of quality 
control that is designed in conformance 
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standards and applicable legal and regulatory 
requirements. 
 
5.05 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures on leadership 
responsibilities for quality within the audit 
organization that include designating responsibility 
for quality of engagements conducted in 
accordance with GAGAS and communicating 
policies and procedures relating to quality. 
 
5.06 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures designed to provide 
reasonable assurance that those assigned 
operational responsibility for the audit 
organization’s system of quality control have 
sufficient and appropriate experience and ability, 
and the necessary authority, to assume that 
responsibility. 
 
5.08 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures on independence and 
legal and ethical requirements that are designed 
to provide reasonable assurance that the 
organization and its personnel maintain 
independence and comply with applicable legal 
and ethical requirements. 
 
5.09 At least annually, the audit organization 
should obtain written affirmation of compliance 
with its policies and procedures on independence 
from all of its personnel required to be 
independent. 
 

with GAGAS 5.02 provides the audit 
organization with reasonable assurance 
that the organization and its personnel 
comply with professional standards, 
maintain independence, and have 
sufficient experience and ability needed to 
comply with applicable legal, regulatory 
and ethical standards and requirements.  
 
Additionally per GAGAS 5.09, at least 
annually, the audit organization should 
obtain written affirmation of compliance 
with its policies and procedures on 
independence from all of its personnel 
required to be independent. 
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5.42 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures for monitoring its system 
of quality control. 
 
 
 
 

1310 – Requirements of the Quality 
Assurance and Improvement Program 
The quality assurance and improvement 
program must include both internal and 
external assessments. 

  

1311 – Internal Assessments 
Internal assessments must include: 
• Ongoing monitoring of the performance 

of the internal audit activity. 
• Periodic self-assessments or 

assessments by other persons within the 
organization with sufficient knowledge of 
internal audit practices. 

5.04 An audit organization should document its 
quality control policies and procedures and 
communicate those policies and procedures to its 
personnel. The audit organization should 
document compliance with its quality control 
policies and procedures and maintain such 
documentation for a period of time sufficient to 
enable those performing monitoring procedures 
and peer reviews to evaluate the extent to which 
the audit organization complies with its quality 
control policies and procedures. 
 
5.42 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures for monitoring its system 
of quality control. 
 
5.43 The audit organization should perform 
monitoring procedures that enable it to assess 
compliance with professional standards and 
quality control policies and procedures for GAGAS 
engagements. Individuals performing monitoring 

Audit organizations following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should adhere to 
GAGAS’ more detailed requirements for 
the audit organization’s quality assurance 
system. 
 
Internal assessments must include: 
• Establishment, communication, 

documentation of and compliance with 
quality control policies and procedures 

• Description and performance of 
monitoring procedures to assess 
compliance with professional standards 
and quality control policies and 
procedures 

• Analysis and summation of its 
monitoring processes 

• Identification and communication of 
any deficiencies, as appropriate  

• Evaluation of the effects of deficiencies 
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should have sufficient expertise and authority 
within the audit organization. 
 
5.44 The audit organization should analyze and 
summarize the results of its monitoring process at 
least annually, with identification of any systemic 
or repetitive issues needing improvement, along 
with recommendations for corrective action. The 
audit organization should communicate to the 
relevant engagement partner or director, and 
other appropriate personnel, any deficiencies 
noted during the monitoring process and 
recommend appropriate remedial action. This 
communication should be sufficient to enable the 
audit organization and appropriate personnel to 
take prompt corrective action related to 
deficiencies, when necessary, in accordance with 
their defined roles and responsibilities. Information 
communicated should include the following: 
a. a description of the monitoring procedures 
performed; 
b. the conclusions reached from the monitoring 
procedures; and 
c. when relevant, a description of systemic, 
repetitive, or other deficiencies and of the actions 
taken to resolve those deficiencies. 
 
5.45 The audit organization should evaluate the 
effects of deficiencies noted during monitoring of 
the audit organization’s system of quality control 
to determine and implement appropriate actions to 
address the deficiencies. This evaluation should 
include assessments to determine if the 
deficiencies noted indicate that the audit 

• Establishment of policies and 
procedures for retention of 
engagement documentation 
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organization’s system of quality control is 
insufficient to provide it with reasonable 
assurance that it complies with professional 
standards and applicable legal and regulatory 
requirements, and that accordingly the reports 
that the audit organization issues are not 
appropriate in the circumstances. 
 
5.46 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures that require retention of 
engagement documentation for a period of time 
sufficient to permit those performing monitoring 
procedures and peer review of the organization to 
evaluate its compliance with its system of quality 
control or for a longer period if required by law or 
regulation. 

1312 – External Assessments 
External assessments must be conducted at 
least once every five years by a qualified, 
independent assessor or assessment team 
from outside the organization. The chief audit 
executive must discuss with the board: 
• The form and frequency of external 

assessment. 
• The qualifications and independence of 

the external assessor or assessment 
team, including any potential conflict of 
interest. 

5.43 The audit organization should perform 
monitoring procedures that enable it to assess 
compliance with professional standards and 
quality control policies and procedures for GAGAS 
engagements. Individuals performing monitoring 
should have sufficient expertise and authority 
within the audit organization. 
 
5.60 Each audit organization conducting 
engagements in accordance with GAGAS must 
obtain an external peer review conducted by 
reviewers independent of the audit organization 
being reviewed. The peer review should be 
sufficient in scope to provide a reasonable basis 
for determining whether, for the period under 
review, (1) the reviewed audit organization’s 
system of quality control was suitably designed 
and (2) the organization is complying with its 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should have a peer 
review or an external quality assurance 
review conducted every three years 
designed to determine conformance with 
both The IIA Standards and GAGAS. This 
approach would likely be more efficient 
than having a GAGAS review every three 
years and an IIA Standards review every 
five years.  
 
Audit organizations affiliated with one of 
the following recognized organizations 
should comply with the respective 
organization’s peer review requirements: 
 American Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants. 
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quality control system so that it has reasonable 
assurance that it is performing and reporting in 
conformity with professional standards and 
applicable legal and regulatory requirements in all 
material respects. 
 
5.61 Audit organizations affiliated with one of the 
following recognized organizations should comply 
with the respective organization’s peer review 
requirements and the requirements listed 
throughout paragraphs 5.66 through 5.80. 
a. American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants 
b. Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity 
and Efficiency 
c. Association of Local Government Auditors 
d. International Organization of Supreme Audit 
Institutions 
e. National State Auditors Association 
 
5.62 Any audit organization not affiliated with an 
organization listed in paragraph 5.61 should meet 
the minimum GAGAS peer review requirements 
throughout paragraphs 5.66 through 5.94. 
 
5.66 The peer review team should perform an 
assessment of peer review risk to help determine 
the number and types of engagements to select 
for review. 
 
5.67 Based on the risk assessment, the peer 
review team should select engagements that 
provide a reasonable cross section of all types of 
work subject to the reviewed audit organization’s 

 Council of the Inspectors General on 
Integrity and Efficiency. 

 Association of Local Government 
Auditors. 

 International Organization of Supreme 
Audit Institutions. 

 National State Auditors Association 
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quality control system, including one or more 
engagements conducted in accordance with 
GAGAS. 
 
5.72 The peer review team should use 
professional judgment in deciding on the type of 
peer review rating to issue; the ratings are as 
follows: 
a. Peer review rating of pass: A conclusion that 
the audit organization’s system of quality control 
has been suitably designed and complied with to 
provide the audit organization with reasonable 
assurance of performing and reporting in 
conformity with professional standards and 
applicable legal and regulatory requirements in all 
material respects. 
b. Peer review rating of pass with deficiencies: A 
conclusion that the audit organization’s system of 
quality control has been suitably designed and 
complied with to provide the audit organization 
with reasonable assurance of performing and 
reporting in conformity with professional standards 
and applicable legal and regulatory requirements 
in all material respects with the exception of a 
certain deficiency or deficiencies described in the 
report. 
c. Peer review rating of fail: A conclusion, based 
on the significant deficiencies described in the 
report, that the audit organization’s system of 
quality control is not suitably designed to provide 
the audit organization with reasonable assurance 
of performing and reporting in conformity with 
professional standards and applicable legal and 
regulatory requirements in all material respects, or 
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that the audit organization has not complied with 
its system of quality control to provide the audit 
organization with reasonable assurance of 
performing and reporting in conformity with 
professional standards and applicable legal and 
regulatory requirements in all material respects. 
 
5.73 The peer review team should determine the 
type of peer review rating to issue based on the 
observed matters’ importance to the audit 
organization’s system of quality control as a whole 
and the nature, causes, patterns, and 
pervasiveness of those matters. The matters 
should be assessed both alone and in aggregate. 
 
5.74 The peer review team should aggregate and 
systematically evaluate any observed matters 
(circumstances that warrant further consideration 
by the peer review team) and document its 
evaluation. The peer review team should perform 
its evaluation and issue report ratings as follows: 
a. If the peer review team’s evaluation of 
observed matters does not identify any findings 
(more than a remote possibility that the reviewed 
audit organization would not perform, report, or 
both in conformity with professional standards and 
applicable legal and regulatory requirements), or 
identifies findings that are not considered to be 
deficiencies, the peer review team issues a pass 
rating. 
b. If the peer review team’s evaluation of findings 
identified deficiencies but did not identify any 
significant deficiencies, the peer review team 



  

The Alignment Between The IIA’s Red Book (IPPF) and the GAO’s Yellow Book (GAGAS) 

 

42 | P a g e   
 

The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

issues a pass with deficiencies rating and 
communicates the deficiencies in its report. 
c. If the peer review team’s evaluation of 
deficiencies identified significant deficiencies, the 
peer review team issues a fail rating and 
communicates the deficiencies and significant 
deficiencies in its report. 
 
5.77 An external audit organization should make 
its most recent peer review report publicly 
available. If a separate communication detailing 
findings, conclusions, and recommendations is 
issued, the external audit organization is not 
required to make that communication publicly 
available. An internal audit organization that 
reports internally to management and those 
charged with governance should provide a copy of 
its peer review report to those charged with 
governance. 
 
5.78 An external audit organization should satisfy 
the publication requirement for its peer review 
report by posting the report on a publicly available 
website or to a publicly available file. Alternatively, 
if neither of these options is available, then the 
audit organization should use the same 
mechanism it uses to make other reports or 
documents public. 
 
5.79 Because information in peer review reports 
may be relevant to decisions on procuring audit 
services, an audit organization seeking to enter 
into a contract to conduct an engagement in 
accordance with GAGAS should provide the 
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following to the party contracting for such services 
when requested: 
a. the audit organization’s most recent peer 
review report and 
b. any subsequent peer review reports received 
during the period of the contract. 
 
5.82 The peer review team should include the 
following elements in the scope of the peer 
review: 
a. review of the audit organization’s design of, and 
compliance with, quality control and related 
policies and procedures; 
b. consideration of the adequacy and results of 
the audit organization’s internal monitoring 
procedures; 
c. review of selected audit reports and related 
documentation and, if applicable, documentation 
related to selected terminated engagements 
prepared in accordance with paragraph 5.25, if 
any terminated engagements are selected from 
the universe of engagements used for the peer 
review sample; 
d. review of prior peer review reports, if 
applicable; 
e. review of other documents necessary for 
assessing compliance with standards, for 
example, independence documentation, CPE 
records, and relevant human resource 
management files; and 
f. interviews with selected members of the audit 
organization’s personnel in various roles to 
assess their understanding of and compliance 
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with relevant quality control policies and 
procedures. 
 
5.84 An audit organization not already subject to a 
peer review requirement should obtain an external 
peer review at least once every 3 years. The audit 
organization should obtain its first peer review 
covering a review period ending no later than 3 
years from the date an audit organization begins 
its first engagement in accordance with GAGAS. 
 
5.86 The peer review team and the reviewed audit 
organization should incorporate their basic 
agreement on the peer review into a written 
agreement. The written agreement should be 
drafted by the peer review team, reviewed by the 
reviewed audit organization to ensure that it 
accurately describes the agreement between the 
parties, and signed by the authorized 
representatives of both the peer review team and 
the reviewed audit organization prior to the 
initiation of work under the agreement. The written 
agreement should state that the peer review will 
be conducted in accordance with GAGAS peer 
review requirements. 
 
5.89 The peer review team should meet the 
following criteria: 
a. The review team collectively has adequate 
professional competence and knowledge of 
GAGAS and government auditing. 
b. The organization conducting the peer review 
and individual review team members are 
independent (as defined in GAGAS) of the audit 
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organization being reviewed, its personnel, and 
the engagements selected for the peer review.38 
c. The review team collectively has sufficient 
knowledge to conduct a peer review. 
 
5.91 The peer review team should prepare one or 
more written reports communicating the results of 
the peer review, which collectively include the 
following elements: 
a. a description of the scope of the peer review, 
including any limitations; 
b. a rating concluding on whether the system of 
quality control of the reviewed audit organization 
was adequately designed and complied with 
during the period reviewed and would provide the 
audit organization with reasonable assurance that 
it conformed to professional standards and 
applicable legal and regulatory requirements; 
c. specification of the professional standards and 
applicable legal and regulatory requirements to 
which the reviewed audit organization is being 
held; 
d. reference to a separate written communication, 
if issued under the peer review program; 
e. a statement that the peer review was 
conducted in accordance with GAGAS peer 
review requirements; and 
f. a detailed description of the findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations related to any 
deficiencies or significant deficiencies identified in 
the review. 
 
5.93 If the reviewed audit organization receives a 
report with a peer review rating of pass with 
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deficiencies or fail, the reviewed audit 
organization should respond in writing to the 
deficiencies or significant deficiencies and related 
recommendations identified in the report. 
 
5.94 With respect to each deficiency or significant 
deficiency in the report, the reviewed audit 
organization should describe in its letter of 
response the corrective actions already taken, 
target dates for planned corrective actions, or 
both. 

1320 – Reporting on the Quality 
Assurance and Improvement Program 
The chief audit executive must communicate 
the results of the quality assurance and 
improvement program to senior management 
and the board. Disclosure should include: 
• The scope and frequency of both the 

internal and external assessments. 
• The qualifications and independence of 

the assessor(s) or assessment team, 
including potential conflicts of interest. 

• Conclusions of assessors. 
• Corrective action plans. 

  

1321 – Use of “Conforms with the 
International Standards for the 
Professional Practice of Internal 
Auditing” 
Indicating that the internal audit activity 
conforms with the International Standards for 
the Professional Practice of Internal Auditing 
is appropriate only if supported by the results 
of the quality assurance and improvement 
program. 

2.16 When auditors are required to conduct an 
engagement in accordance with GAGAS or are 
representing to others that they did so, they 
should cite compliance with GAGAS in the audit 
report as set forth in paragraphs 2.17 through 
2.19. 
 
2.17 Auditors should include one of the following 
types of GAGAS compliance statements in reports 
on GAGAS engagements, as appropriate. 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should use GAGAS 
language and also make reference to the 
IIA Standards when reporting.  
 
Under GAGAS, all aspects of quality 
control including the three year external 
peer review must be followed to be in 
compliance with GAGAS. If the 
organization does not have external peer 
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a. Unmodified GAGAS compliance statement: 
Stating that the auditors conducted the 
engagement in accordance with GAGAS. Auditors 
should include an unmodified GAGAS compliance 
statement in the audit report when they have (1) 
followed unconditional and applicable 
presumptively mandatory GAGAS requirements or 
(2) followed unconditional requirements, 
documented justification for any departures from 
applicable presumptively mandatory 
requirements, and achieved the objectives of 
those requirements through other means. 
b. Modified GAGAS compliance statement: 
Stating either that 
(1) the auditors conducted the engagement in 
accordance with GAGAS, except for specific 
applicable requirements that were not followed, or 
(2) because of the significance of the departure(s) 
from the requirements, the auditors were unable 
to and did not conduct the engagement in 
accordance with GAGAS. 
 
2.18 When auditors use a modified GAGAS 
statement, they should disclose in the report the 
applicable requirement(s) not followed, the 
reasons for not following the requirement(s), and 
how not following the requirement(s) affected or 
could have affected the engagement and the 
assurance provided. 
 
2.19 When auditors do not comply with applicable 
requirement(s), they should (1) assess the 
significance of the noncompliance to the 
engagement objectives; (2) document the 

reviews every three years, it cannot state 
compliance with the Yellow Book. 
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assessment, along with their reasons for not 
following the requirement(s); and (3) determine 
the type of GAGAS compliance statement. 

1322 – Disclosure of Nonconformance 
When nonconformance with the Code of 
Ethics or the Standards impacts the overall 
scope or operation of the internal audit 
activity, the chief audit executive must 
disclose the nonconformance and the impact 
to senior management and the board. 

2.04 If, in rare circumstances, auditors judge it 
necessary to depart from a relevant presumptively 
mandatory requirement, they must document their 
justification for the departure and how the 
alternative procedures performed in the 
circumstances were sufficient to achieve the intent 
of that requirement. 
 
8.136 When auditors do not comply with 
applicable GAGAS requirements because of law, 
regulation, scope limitations, restrictions on 
access to records, or other issues affecting the 
audit, the auditors should document the departure 
from the GAGAS requirements and the impact on 
the audit and on the auditors’ conclusions. 
 
9.05 When auditors do not comply with all 
applicable GAGAS requirements, they should 
include a modified GAGAS compliance statement 
in the audit report. For performance audits, 
auditors should use a statement that includes 
either (1) the language in paragraph 9.03, 
modified to indicate the requirements that were 
not followed, or (2) language indicating that the 
auditors did not follow GAGAS. 

 

2000 – Managing the Internal Audit 
Activity 
The chief audit executive must effectively 
manage the internal audit activity to ensure it 
adds value to the organization. 

3.76 Auditors providing nonaudit services to 
audited entities should obtain agreement from 
audited entity management that audited entity 
management performs the following functions in 
connection with the nonaudit services: 
a. assumes all management responsibilities; 
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b. oversees the services, by designating an 
individual, preferably within senior management, 
who possesses suitable skill, knowledge, or 
experience; 
c. evaluates the adequacy and results of the 
services provided; and 
d. accepts responsibility for the results of the 
services. 
 
4.04 The audit organization should have a 
process for recruitment, hiring, continuous 
development, assignment, and evaluation of 
personnel so that the workforce has the essential 
knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to 
conduct the engagement. The nature, extent, and 
formality of the process will depend on various 
factors, such as the size of the audit organization, 
its structure, and its work. 

2010 – Planning 
The chief audit executive must establish a 
risk-based plan to determine the priorities of 
the internal audit activity, consistent with the 
organization’s goals. 
 
2010.A1 – The internal audit activity’s plan of 
engagements must be based on a 
documented risk assessment, undertaken at 
least annually. The input of senior 
management and the board must be 
considered in this process.  
 
2010.A2 – The chief audit executive must 
identify and consider the expectations of 
senior management, the board, and other 

 Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should comply with the 
additional IIA requirement that the audit 
activity must complete a plan of 
engagements at least annually that is 
based on a documented risk assessment.  
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stakeholders for internal audit opinions and 
other conclusions.  
2020 – Communication and Approval 
The chief audit executive must communicate 
the internal audit activity’s plans and 
resource requirements, including significant 
interim changes, to senior management and 
the board for review and approval. The chief 
audit executive must also communicate the 
impact of resource limitations. 

 In audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards, the chief audit 
executive must adhere to IIA Standard 
2020, which is stricter by communicating 
the internal audit activity’s plans and 
resource requirements to senior 
management and governance for review 
and approval. The chief audit executive 
must also communicate the impact of 
resource limitations. 

2030 – Resource Management 
The chief audit executive must ensure that 
internal audit resources are appropriate, 
sufficient, and effectively deployed to 
achieve the approved plan. 

4.02 The audit organization’s management must 
assign auditors to conduct the engagement who 
before beginning work on the engagement 
collectively possess the competence needed to 
address the engagement objectives and perform 
their work in accordance with GAGAS. 
 
4.03 The audit organization’s management must 
assign auditors who before beginning work on the 
engagement possess the competence needed for 
their assigned roles. 
 
8.31 Audit management should assign sufficient 
auditors with adequate collective professional 
competence, as described in paragraphs 4.02 
through 4.15, to conduct the audit. Staffing an 
audit includes, among other things, 
a. assigning auditors with the collective 
knowledge, skills, and abilities appropriate for the 
audit; 
b. assigning a sufficient number of auditors to the 
audit; 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should ensure they 
follow the more specific requirements in 
GAGAS 8.31 for assigning auditors and 
8.32 if the audit requires the use of a 
specialist, ensuring the work of the 
specialist is documented. 
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c. providing for on-the-job training of auditors; and 
d. engaging specialists when necessary. 
 
8.32 If planning to use the work of specialists, 
auditors should document the nature and scope of 
the work to be performed by the specialists, 
including 
a. the objectives and scope of the specialists’ 
work, 
b. the intended use of the specialists’ work to 
support the audit objectives, 
c. the specialists’ procedures and findings so they 
can be evaluated and related to other planned 
audit procedures, and 
d. the assumptions and methods used by the 
specialists. 

2040 – Policies and Procedures 
The chief audit executive must establish 
policies and procedures to guide the internal 
audit activity. 

5.05 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures on leadership 
responsibilities for quality within the audit 
organization that include designating responsibility 
for quality of engagements conducted in 
accordance with GAGAS and communicating 
policies and procedures relating to quality. 
 
5.06 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures designed to provide 
reasonable assurance that those assigned 
operational responsibility for the audit 
organization’s system of quality control have 
sufficient and appropriate experience and ability, 
and the necessary authority, to assume that 
responsibility. 
 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should follow the more 
extensive GAGAS standards in their 
entirety for the topic of audit Policies and 
Procedures. 
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5.08 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures on independence and 
legal and ethical requirements that are designed 
to provide reasonable assurance that the 
organization and its personnel maintain 
independence and comply with applicable legal 
and ethical requirements. 
 
5.09 At least annually, the audit organization 
should obtain written affirmation of compliance 
with its policies and procedures on independence 
from all of its personnel required to be 
independent. 
 
5.12 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures for the initiation, 
acceptance, and continuance of engagements 
that are designed to provide reasonable 
assurance that the organization will undertake 
engagements only if it 
a. complies with professional standards, 
applicable legal and regulatory requirements, and 
ethical principles; 
b. acts within its legal mandate or authority; and 
c. has the capabilities, including time and 
resources, to do so. 
 
5.15 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures for human resources that 
are designed to provide the organization with 
reasonable assurance that it has personnel with 
the competence to conduct GAGAS engagements 
in accordance with professional standards and 
applicable legal and regulatory requirements. 
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5.16 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures to provide reasonable 
assurance that auditors who are performing work 
in accordance with GAGAS meet the continuing 
professional education (CPE) requirements, 
including maintaining documentation of the CPE 
completed and any exemptions granted. 
 
5.22 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures for engagement 
performance, documentation, and reporting that 
are designed to provide the audit organization 
with reasonable assurance that engagements are 
conducted and reports are issued in accordance 
with professional standards and applicable legal 
and regulatory requirements. 
 
5.24 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures designed to provide it 
with reasonable assurance that 
a. appropriate consultation takes place on difficult 
or contentious issues that arise among 
engagement team members in the course of 
conducting a GAGAS engagement; 
b. both the individual seeking consultation and the 
individual consulted document and agree upon 
the nature and scope of such consultations; and 
c. the conclusions resulting from consultations are 
documented, understood by both the individual 
seeking consultation and the individual consulted, 
and implemented. 
 
5.36 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures that require engagement 
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team members with appropriate levels of skill and 
proficiency in auditing to supervise engagements 
and review work performed by other engagement 
team members. 
 
5.37 The audit organization should assign 
responsibility for each engagement to an 
engagement partner or director with authority 
designated by the audit organization to assume 
that responsibility and should establish policies 
and procedures requiring the organization to 
a. communicate the identity and role of the 
engagement partner or director to management 
and those charged with governance of the audited 
entity and 
b. clearly define the responsibilities of the 
engagement partner or director and communicate 
them to that individual. 
 
5.42 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures for monitoring its system 
of quality control. 
 
5.46 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures that require retention of 
engagement documentation for a period of time 
sufficient to permit those performing monitoring 
procedures and peer review of the organization to 
evaluate its compliance with its system of quality 
control or for a longer period if required by law or 
regulation. 

2050 – Coordination and Reliance 
The chief audit executive should share 
information, coordinate activities, and 

5.80 Auditors who are using another audit 
organization’s work should request a copy of that 
organization’s most recent peer review report, and 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards and using another audit 
organization’s work should adhere to  the 
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consider relying upon the work of other 
internal and external assurance and 
consulting service providers to ensure proper 
coverage and minimize duplication of efforts. 

the organization should provide this document 
when it is requested. 
 
8.80 Auditors should determine whether other 
auditors have conducted, or are conducting, 
audits that could be relevant to the current audit 
objectives. 
 
8.81 If auditors use the work of other auditors, 
they should perform procedures that provide a 
sufficient basis for using that work. Auditors 
should obtain evidence concerning the other 
auditors’ qualifications and independence and 
should determine whether the scope, quality, and 
timing of the audit work performed by the other 
auditors can be relied on in the context of the 
current audit objectives. 
 
8.82 If the engagement team intends to use the 
work of a specialist, it should assess the 
independence of the specialist. 

more extensive GAGAS 5.80 by requesting 
a copy of that organization’s most recent 
peer review report, and the organization 
should provide this document when it is 
requested. 
 
Additionally, they should adhere to GAGAS 
8.80 through 8.82 to ensure other audits 
that have been conducted or are being 
conducted relevant to the current audit 
objectives, especially if they intend to use 
the work of other auditors or the work of a 
specialist in the engagement. 

2060 – Reporting to Senior Management 
and the Board 
The chief audit executive must report 
periodically to senior management and the 
board on the internal audit activity’s purpose, 
authority, responsibility, and performance 
relative to its plan and on its conformance 
with the Code of Ethics and the Standards. 
Reporting must also include significant risk 
and control issues, including fraud risks, 
governance issues, and other matters that 
require the attention of senior management 
and/or the board. 

 Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards must ensure they are 
meeting reporting requirements in IIA 
Standard 2060.  
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2070 – External Service Provider and 
Organizational Responsibility for Internal 
Auditing 
When an external service provider serves as 
the internal audit activity, the provider must 
make the organization aware that the 
organization has the responsibility for 
maintaining an effective internal audit 
activity. 

  

2100 – Nature of Work 
The internal audit activity must evaluate and 
contribute to the improvement of the 
organization’s governance, risk 
management, and control processes using a 
systematic, disciplined, and risk-based 
approach. Internal audit credibility and value 
are enhanced when auditors are proactive 
and their evaluations offer new insights and 
consider future impact. 

 Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards must ensure adherence 
to IIA Standard 2100. 

2110 – Governance 
The internal audit activity must assess and 
make appropriate recommendations to 
improve the organization’s governance 
processes for: 
• Making strategic and operational 

decisions. 
• Overseeing risk management and 

control. 
• Promoting appropriate ethics and values 

within the organization. 
• Ensuring effective organizational 

performance management and 
accountability. 

1.07 Engagements conducted in accordance with 
GAGAS provide information used for oversight, 
accountability, transparency, and improvements of 
government programs and operations. GAGAS 
contains requirements and guidance to assist 
auditors in objectively obtaining and evaluating 
sufficient, appropriate evidence and reporting the 
results. When auditors conduct their work in this 
manner and comply with GAGAS in reporting the 
results, their work can lead to improved 
government management, better decision making 
and oversight, effective and efficient operations, 
and accountability and transparency for resources 
and results. 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should comply with the 
additional requirements of IIA 2110 
indicating that a periodic evaluation should 
be made of the organization’s ethics 
program, and that evaluation should be 
documented through a note or memos with 
the file or through an audit on the subject 
matter.  
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• Communicating risk and control 
information to appropriate areas of the 
organization. 

• Coordinating the activities of, and 
communicating information among, the 
board, external and internal auditors, 
other assurance providers, and 
management. 

 
2110-A.1 – The internal audit activity must 
evaluate the design, implementation, and 
effectiveness of the organization’s ethics-
related objectives, programs, and activities.  
 
2110-A.2 – The internal audit activity must 
assess whether the information technology 
governance of the organization supports the 
organization’s strategies and objectives.  
2120 – Risk Management 
The internal audit activity must evaluate the 
effectiveness and contribute to the 
improvement of risk management processes. 
 
2120.A1 – The internal audit activity must 
evaluate risk exposures relating to the 
organization’s governance, operations, and 
information systems regarding the: 
• Achievement of the organization’s 

strategic objectives. 
• Reliability and integrity of financial and 

operational information,  
• Effectiveness and efficiency of 

operations and programs. 

8.71 Auditors should assess the risk of fraud 
occurring that is significant within the context of 
the audit objectives. Audit team members should 
discuss among the team fraud risks, including 
factors such as individuals’ incentives or 
pressures to commit fraud, the opportunity for 
fraud to occur, and rationalizations or attitudes 
that could increase the risk of fraud. Auditors 
should gather and assess information to identify 
the risk of fraud that is significant within the scope 
of the audit objectives or that could affect the 
findings and conclusions. 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should note that 
GAGAS 8.71 provides more specific 
guidance on conducting a fraud 
brainstorming session for each audit, and 
performing additional audit procedures.  
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• Safeguarding of assets.  
• Compliance with laws, regulations, 

policies, procedures and contracts.  
 
2120.A2 – The internal audit activity must 
evaluate the potential for the occurrence of 
fraud and how the organization manages 
fraud risk.  
2130 – Control 
The internal audit activity must assist the 
organization in maintaining effective controls 
by evaluating their effectiveness and 
efficiency and by promoting continuous 
improvement. 
 
2130.A1 – The internal audit activity must 
evaluate the adequacy and effectiveness of 
controls in responding to risks within the 
organization’s governance, operations, and 
information systems regarding the: 

• Achievement of the organization’s 
strategic objectives. 

• Reliability and integrity of financial 
and operational information. 

• Effectiveness and efficiency of 
operations and programs. 

• Safeguarding of assets. 
• Compliance with laws, regulations, 

policies, procedures, and contracts.  

 Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards must ensure adherence 
to IIA Standard 2130.  

2200 – Engagement Planning 
Internal auditors must develop and document 
a plan for each engagement, including the 
engagement’s objectives, scope, timing, and 

8.03 Auditors must adequately plan the work 
necessary to address the audit objectives. 
Auditors must document the audit plan. 
 

 



  

The Alignment Between The IIA’s Red Book (IPPF) and the GAO’s Yellow Book (GAGAS) 

 

59 | P a g e   
 

The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

resource allocations. The plan must consider 
the organization’s strategies, objectives, and 
risks relevant to the engagement. 

 

2201 – Planning Considerations 
In planning the engagement, internal 
auditors must consider: 
• The strategies and objectives of the 

activity being reviewed and the means by 
which the activity controls its 
performance. 

• The significant risks to the activity’s 
objectives, resources, and operations 
and the means by which the potential 
impact of risk is kept to an acceptable 
level. 

• The adequacy and effectiveness of the 
activity’s governance, risk management, 
and control processes compared to a 
relevant framework or model. 

• The opportunities for making significant 
improvements to the activity’s 
governance, risk management, and 
control processes. 

 
2201.A1 When planning an engagement for 
parties outside the organization, internal 
auditors must establish a written 
understanding with them about objectives, 
scope, respective responsibilities, and other 
expectations, including restrictions on 
distribution of the results of the engagement 
and access to engagement records. 

8.04 Auditors must plan the audit to reduce audit 
risk to an acceptably low level. 
 
8.06 Auditors should design the methodology to 
obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence that 
provides a reasonable basis for findings and 
conclusions based on the audit objectives and to 
reduce audit risk to an acceptably low level. 
 
8.07 Auditors should identify and use suitable 
criteria based on the audit objectives. 
 
8.20 Auditors should communicate an overview of 
the objectives, scope, and methodology and the 
timing of the performance audit and planned 
reporting (including any potential restrictions on 
the report), unless doing so could significantly 
impair the auditors’ ability to obtain sufficient, 
appropriate evidence to address the audit 
objectives. Auditors should communicate such 
information with the following parties, as 
applicable: 
a. management of the audited entity, including 
those with sufficient authority and responsibility to 
implement corrective action in the program or 
activity being audited; 
b. those charged with governance; 
c. the individuals contracting for or requesting 
audit services, such as contracting officials or 
grantees; or 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards must ensure 
compliance with the additional specificity of 
GAGAS 8.04, 8.06, 8.07, 8.20, 8.22 and 
8.36.  
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d. the cognizant legislative committee, when 
auditors conduct the audit pursuant to a law or 
regulation or when they conduct the work for the 
legislative committee that has oversight of the 
audited entity. 
 
8.21 In situations where the parties required to 
receive communications, as described in 
paragraph 8.20, are not clearly evident, auditors 
should document the process followed and 
conclusions reached in identifying the appropriate 
individuals to receive the required 
communications. 
 
8.22 Auditors should retain any written 
communication resulting from paragraph 8.20 as 
audit documentation. 
 
8.36 Auditors should obtain an understanding of 
the nature of the program or program component 
under audit and the potential use that will be 
made of the audit results or report as they plan a 
performance audit. The nature and profile of a 
program include 
a. visibility, sensitivity, and relevant risks 
associated with the program under audit; 
b. age of the program or changes in its condition; 
c. the size of the program in terms of total dollars, 
number of citizens affected, or other measures; 
d. level and extent of review or other forms of 
independent oversight; 
e. the program’s strategic plan and objectives; 
and 
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f. external factors or conditions that could directly 
affect the program. 

2210 – Engagement Objectives Objectives 
must be established for each engagement. 
 
2210.A1 – Internal auditors must conduct a 
preliminary assessment of the risks relevant 
to the activity under review. Engagement 
objectives must reflect the results of this 
assessment.  
 
2210.A2 – Internal auditors must consider 
the probability of significant errors, fraud, 
noncompliance, and other exposures when 
developing the engagement objectives.  
 
2210.A3 – Adequate criteria are needed to 
evaluate governance, risk management, and 
controls. Internal auditors must ascertain the 
extent to which management and/or the 
board has established adequate criteria to 
determine whether objectives and goals 
have been accomplished. If adequate, 
internal auditors must use such criteria in 
their evaluation. If inadequate, internal 
auditors must identify appropriate evaluation 
criteria through discussion with management 
and/or the board. 

5.23 If auditors change the engagement 
objectives during the engagement, they should 
document the revised engagement objectives and 
the reasons for the changes. 
 
8.05 In planning the audit, auditors should assess 
significance and audit risk. Auditors should apply 
these assessments to establish the scope and 
methodology for addressing the audit objectives. 
Planning is a continuous process throughout the 
audit. 
 
8.08 The audit objectives are what the audit is 
intended to accomplish. They identify the audit 
subject matter and performance aspects to be 
included. Audit objectives can be thought of as 
questions about the program that the auditors 
seek to answer based on evidence obtained and 
assessed against criteria. Audit objectives may 
also pertain to the current status or condition of a 
program. The term program as used in GAGAS 
includes processes, projects, studies, policies, 
operations, activities, entities, and functions. 
 
8.09 Auditors may need to refine or adjust the 
audit objectives, scope, and methodology as work 
is performed. However, in situations where the 
audit objectives are established by statute or 
legislative oversight, auditors may not have 
latitude to define or adjust the audit objectives or 
scope. 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should document 
revised engagement objectives and the 
reasons for the changes if the engagement 
objectives change from the original plan, in 
accordance with GAGAS 5.23. 
 
Activities following both sets of standards 
must ensure they follow the additional 
specificity in GAGAS 8.08 and 8.09 on the 
objectives, scope, and methodology.  
 
Additionally, activities should adhere to  
GAGAS 8.27 through 8.30 to determine if 
there are ongoing investigations, or legal 
proceedings that may impact the audit, 
reporting any instances of fraud or 
noncompliance to law enforcement (if 
applicable), and ensuring the audit doesn’t 
impede current investigations that may be 
ongoing. 
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8.27 Auditors should inquire of management of 
the audited entity whether any investigations or 
legal proceedings significant to the audit 
objectives have been initiated or are in process 
with respect to the period under audit, and should 
evaluate the effect of initiated or in process 
investigations or legal proceedings on the current 
audit. 
 
8.28 Laws, regulations, or policies may require 
auditors to report indications of the following to 
law enforcement or investigatory authorities 
before performing additional audit procedures: 
certain types of fraud or noncompliance with 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and 
grant agreements. 
 
8.29 Avoiding interference with investigations or 
legal proceedings is important in pursuing 
indications of fraud and noncompliance with 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and 
grant agreements. In some cases, it may be 
appropriate for the auditors to work with 
investigators or legal authorities or to withdraw 
from or defer further work on the engagement or a 
portion of the engagement to avoid interfering with 
an ongoing investigation or legal proceeding. 
 
8.39 Auditors should determine and document 
whether internal control is significant to the audit 
objectives. 
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8.40 If it is determined that internal control is 
significant to the audit objectives, auditors should 
obtain an understanding of such internal control. 
 
8.71 Auditors should assess the risk of fraud 
occurring that is significant within the context of 
the audit objectives. Audit team members should 
discuss among the team fraud risks, including 
factors such as individuals’ incentives or 
pressures to commit fraud, the opportunity for 
fraud to occur, and rationalizations or attitudes 
that could increase the risk of fraud. Auditors 
should gather and assess information to identify 
the risk of fraud that is significant within the 
scope of the audit objectives or that could affect 
the findings and conclusions. 
 
8.72 Assessing the risk of fraud is an ongoing 
process throughout the audit. When information 
comes to the auditors’ attention indicating that 
fraud, significant within the context of the audit 
objectives, may have occurred, auditors should 
extend the audit steps and procedures, as 
necessary, to (1) determine whether fraud has 
likely occurred and (2) if so, determine its effect 
on the audit findings. 

2220 – Engagement Scope 
The established scope must be sufficient to 
achieve the objectives of the engagement. 
 
2220.A1 – The scope of the engagement 
must include consideration of relevant 
systems, records, personnel, and physical 

8.06 Auditors should design the methodology to 
obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence that 
provides a reasonable basis for findings and 
conclusions based on the audit objectives and to 
reduce audit risk to an acceptably low level. 
 
8.10 Scope is the boundary of the audit and is 
directly tied to the audit objectives. The scope 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should consider 
GAGAS 8.06 which includes 
considerations for designing the 
methodology to reduce audit risk. 
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properties, including those under the control 
of third parties. 
 
2220.A2 – If significant consulting 
opportunities arise during an assurance 
engagement, a specific written 
understanding as to the objectives, scope, 
respective responsibilities, and other 
expectations should be reached and the 
results of the consulting engagement 
communicated in accordance with consulting 
standards. 

defines the subject matter that the auditors will 
assess and report on, such as a particular 
program or aspect of a program, the necessary 
documents or records, the period of time 
reviewed, and the locations that will be included. 
 
8.39 Auditors should determine and document 
whether internal control is significant to the audit 
objectives. 

2230 – Engagement Resource Allocation 
Internal auditors must determine appropriate 
and sufficient resources to achieve 
engagement objectives based on an 
evaluation of the nature and complexity of 
each engagement, time constraints, and 
available resources. 

4.02 The audit organization’s management must 
assign auditors to conduct the engagement who 
before beginning work on the engagement 
collectively possess the competence needed to 
address the engagement objectives and perform 
their work in accordance with GAGAS. 
 
4.03 The audit organization’s management must 
assign auditors who before beginning work on the 
engagement possess the competence needed for 
their assigned roles. 
 
4.12 The engagement team should determine that 
specialists assisting the engagement team on a 
GAGAS engagement are qualified and competent 
in their areas of specialization. 
 

 

2240 – Engagement Work Program 
Internal auditors must develop and document 
work programs that achieve the engagement 
objectives. 
 

8.11 The methodology describes the nature and 
extent of audit procedures for gathering and 
analyzing evidence to address the audit 
objectives. Audit procedures are the specific steps 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should observe the 
additional requirements of GAGAS 8.60 
through 8.62 and 8.68. 
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2240.A1 – Work programs must include the 
procedures for identifying, analyzing, 
evaluating, and documenting information 
during the engagement. The work program 
must be approved prior to its implementation, 
and any adjustments approved promptly. 

and tests auditors perform to address the audit 
objectives. 
 
8.33 Auditors must prepare a written audit plan for 
each audit. Auditors should update the plan, as 
necessary, to reflect any significant changes to 
the plan made during the audit. 
 
8.49 If internal control is determined to be 
significant to the audit objectives, auditors should 
assess and document their assessment of the 
design, implementation, and/or operating 
effectiveness of such internal control to the extent 
necessary to address the audit objectives. 
 
8.54 Auditors should evaluate and document the 
significance of identified internal control 
deficiencies within the context of the audit 
objectives. 
 
8.59 The effectiveness of significant internal 
controls frequently depends on the effectiveness 
of information systems controls. Thus, when 
obtaining an understanding of internal control 
significant to the audit objectives, auditors should 
also determine whether it is necessary to evaluate 
information systems controls. 
 
8.60 When information systems controls are 
determined to be significant to the audit objectives 
or when the effectiveness of significant controls 
depends on the effectiveness of information 
systems controls, auditors should then evaluate 
the design, implementation, and/or operating 
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effectiveness of such controls. This evaluation 
includes other information systems controls that 
affect the effectiveness of the significant controls 
or the reliability of information used in performing 
the significant controls. Auditors should obtain a 
sufficient understanding of information systems 
controls necessary to assess audit risk and plan 
the audit within the context of the audit objectives. 
 
8.61 Auditors should determine which audit 
procedures related to information systems 
controls are needed to obtain sufficient, 
appropriate evidence to support the audit findings 
and conclusions. 
 
8.62 When evaluating information systems 
controls is an audit objective, auditors should test 
information systems controls to the extent 
necessary to address the audit objective. 
 
8.68 Auditors should identify any provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts, and grant 
agreements that are significant within the context 
of the audit objectives and assess the risk that 
noncompliance with provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and grant agreements 
could occur. Based on that risk assessment, the 
auditors should design and perform procedures to 
obtain reasonable assurance of detecting 
instances of noncompliance with provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts, and grant 
agreements that are significant within the context 
of the audit objectives. 
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2300 – Performing the Engagement 
Internal auditors must identify, analyze, 
evaluate, and document sufficient 
information to achieve the engagement’s 
objectives. 

8.12 Obtaining sufficient, appropriate evidence 
provides auditors with a reasonable basis for 
findings and conclusions that are valid, accurate, 
appropriate, and complete with respect to the 
audit objectives.  
 
8.13 The sufficiency and appropriateness of 
evidence needed and tests of evidence are 
determined by the auditors based on the audit 
objectives, findings, and conclusions. Objectives 
for performance audits range from narrow to 
broad and involve varying types and quality of 
evidence. In some engagements, sufficient, 
appropriate evidence is available, but in others, 
information may have limitations. Professional 
judgment assists auditors in determining the audit 
scope and methodology needed to address the 
audit objectives and in evaluating whether 
sufficient, appropriate evidence has been 
obtained to address the audit objectives. 

 

2310 – Identifying Information 
Internal auditors must identify sufficient, 
reliable, relevant, and useful information to 
achieve the engagement’s objectives. 

8.77 Auditors should identify potential sources of 
information that could be used as evidence. 
Auditors should determine the amount and type of 
evidence needed to obtain sufficient, appropriate 
evidence to address the audit objectives and 
adequately plan audit work. 
 
8.78 Auditors should evaluate whether any lack of 
sufficient, appropriate evidence is caused by 
internal control deficiencies or other program 
weaknesses, and whether the lack of sufficient, 
appropriate evidence could be the basis for audit 
findings. 
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8.90 Auditors must obtain sufficient, appropriate 
evidence to provide a reasonable basis for 
addressing the audit objectives and supporting 
their findings and conclusions. 
 
8.91 In assessing the appropriateness of 
evidence, auditors should assess whether the 
evidence is relevant, valid, and reliable. 
 
8.92 In determining the sufficiency of evidence, 
auditors should determine whether enough 
appropriate evidence exists to address the audit 
objectives and support the findings and 
conclusions to the extent that would persuade a 
knowledgeable person that the findings are 
reasonable. 
 
8.93 When auditors use information provided by 
officials of the audited entity as part of their 
evidence, they should determine what the officials 
of the audited entity or other auditors did to obtain 
assurance over the reliability of the information. 
 
8.94 Auditors should evaluate the objectivity, 
credibility, and reliability of testimonial evidence. 
 
9.47 Auditors should obtain sufficient, appropriate 
evidence, such as confirmation from outside 
parties, to corroborate representations by audited 
entity management that it has reported audit 
findings in accordance with provisions of laws, 
regulations, or funding agreements. When 
auditors are unable to do so, they should report 
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such information directly, as discussed in 
paragraphs 9.45 and 9.46. 

2320 – Analysis and Evaluation 
Internal auditors must base conclusions and 
engagement results on appropriate analyses 
and evaluations. 

8.108 Auditors should perform and document an 
overall assessment of the collective evidence 
used to support findings and conclusions, 
including the results of any specific assessments 
performed to conclude on the validity and 
reliability of specific evidence. 
 
8.109 When assessing the overall sufficiency and 
appropriateness of evidence, auditors should 
evaluate the expected significance of evidence to 
the audit objectives, findings, and conclusions; 
available corroborating evidence; and the level of 
audit risk. If auditors conclude that evidence is not 
sufficient or appropriate, they should not use such 
evidence as support for findings and conclusions. 
 
8.110 When the auditors identify limitations or 
uncertainties in evidence that is significant to the 
audit findings and conclusions, they should 
perform additional procedures, as appropriate. 
 
8.116 As part of a performance audit, when 
auditors identify findings, they should plan and 
perform procedures to develop the criteria, 
condition, cause, and effect of the findings to the 
extent that these elements are relevant and 
necessary to achieve the audit objectives.  
 
8.117 Auditors should consider internal control 
deficiencies in their evaluation of identified 
findings when developing the cause element of 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should observe the 
additional requirements of GAGAS 8.108 
through 8.110, 8.116, and 8.117. 
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the identified findings when internal control is 
significant to the audit objectives. 

Through 2330 – Documenting Information 
Internal auditors must document sufficient, 
reliable, relevant and useful information to 
support the engagement results and 
conclusions. 
 
2330.A1 – The chief audit executive must 
control access to engagement records. The 
chief audit executive must obtain the 
approval of senior management and/or legal 
counsel prior to releasing such records to 
external parties, as appropriate.  
 
2330.A2 – The chief audit executive must 
develop retention requirements for 
engagement records, regardless of the 
medium in which each record is stored. 
These retention requirements must be 
consistent with the organization’s guidelines 
and any pertinent regulatory or other 
requirements. 

3.74 Auditors should document consideration of 
management’s ability to effectively oversee 
nonaudit services to be provided. 
 
3.107 While insufficient documentation of an 
auditor’s compliance with the independence 
standard does not impair independence, auditors 
should prepare appropriate documentation under 
the GAGAS quality control and assurance 
requirements.25 The independence standard 
includes the following documentation 
requirements, where applicable: 
a. document threats to independence that require 
the application of safeguards, along with 
safeguards applied, in accordance with the 
conceptual framework for independence as 
required by paragraph 3.33; 
b. document the safeguards in paragraphs 3.52 
through 3.56 if an audit organization is structurally 
located within a government entity and is 
considered structurally independent based on 
those safeguards; 
c. document consideration of audited entity 
management’s ability to effectively oversee a  
nonaudit service to be provided by the auditor as 
indicated in paragraph 3.74; 
d. document the auditor’s understanding with an 
audited entity for which the auditor will provide a 
nonaudit service as indicated in paragraph 3.77; 
and 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards must document 
sufficient, reliable, relevant, and useful 
information to support the engagement 
results and conclusions. Documentation 
should include an auditor’s compliance 
with the independence standard, any 
threats to independence that require 
safeguards, and any work conducted 
leading up to and the basis for termination 
of an engagement. 

Audit activities following both sets of 
standards should ensure compliance with 
the more specific guidance in GAGAS 
8.135 around documentation of objectives, 
scope, and methodology as well as 8.132 
through 8.134 for documenting information 
related to planning, conducting and 
reporting.  
 
Additionally, ensure conformance with IIA 
Standard 2330.A1 to obtain approval prior 
to releasing records externally to the 
organization.  
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e. document the evaluation of the significance of 
the threats created by providing any of the 
services discussed in paragraph 3.89. 
 
5.25 If an engagement is terminated before it is 
completed and an audit report is not issued, 
auditors should document the results of the work 
to the date of termination and why the 
engagement was terminated. 
 
8.132 Auditors must prepare audit documentation 
related to planning, conducting, and reporting for 
each audit. Auditors should prepare audit 
documentation in sufficient detail to enable an 
experienced auditor, having no previous 
connection to the audit, to understand from the 
audit documentation the nature, timing, extent, 
and results of audit procedures performed; the 
evidence obtained; and its source and the 
conclusions reached, including evidence that 
supports the auditors’ significant judgments and 
conclusions. 
 
8.133 Auditors should prepare audit 
documentation that contains evidence that 
supports the findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations before they issue their report. 
 
8.134 Auditors should design the form and 
content of audit documentation to meet the 
circumstances of the particular audit. The audit 
documentation constitutes the principal record of 
the work that the auditors have performed in 
accordance with standards and the conclusions 
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that the auditors have reached. The quantity, type, 
and content of audit documentation are a matter 
of the auditors’ professional judgment. 
 
8.135 Auditors should document the following: 
a. the objectives, scope, and methodology of the 
audit; 
b. the work performed and evidence obtained to 
support significant judgments and conclusions, as 
well as expectations in analytical procedures, 
including descriptions of transactions and records 
examined (for example, by listing file numbers, 
case numbers, or other means of identifying 
specific documents examined, though copies of 
documents examined or detailed listings of 
information from those documents are not 
required); and 
c. supervisory review, before the audit report is 
issued, of the evidence that supports the findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations contained in 
the audit report. 
 
8.140 Subject to applicable provisions of laws and 
regulations, auditors should make appropriate 
individuals and audit documentation available 
upon request and in a timely manner to other 
auditors or reviewers. 

2340 – Engagement Supervision 
Engagements must be properly supervised 
to ensure objectives are achieved, quality is 
assured, and staff is developed. 

5.23 If auditors change the engagement 
objectives during the engagement, they should 
document the revised engagement objectives and 
the reasons for the changes. 
 
5.36 The audit organization should establish 
policies and procedures that require engagement 
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team members with appropriate levels of skill and 
proficiency in auditing to supervise engagements 
and review work performed by other engagement 
team members. 
 
5.37 The audit organization should assign 
responsibility for each engagement to an 
engagement partner or director with authority 
designated by the audit organization to assume 
that responsibility and should establish policies 
and procedures requiring the organization to 
a. communicate the identity and role of the 
engagement partner or director to management 
and those charged with governance of the audited 
entity and 
b. clearly define the responsibilities of the 
engagement partner or director and communicate 
them to that individual. 
 
8.87 Auditors must properly supervise audit staff. 

2400 – Communicating Results 
Internal auditors must communicate the 
results of engagements. 

9.06 Auditors should issue audit reports 
communicating the results of each completed 
performance audit. 
 
9.07 Auditors should issue the audit report in a 
form that is appropriate for its intended use, either 
in writing or in some other retrievable form. 
 
9.52 When the audited entity’s comments are 
inconsistent or in conflict with the findings, 
conclusions, or recommendations in the draft 
report, the auditors should evaluate the validity of 
the audited entity’s comments. If the auditors 
disagree with the comments, they should explain 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should note that 
GAGAS 9.07 states the audit report should 
be either in writing or in some other 
retrievable form, which is more detailed 
than IIA Standard 2400. 
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in the report their reasons for disagreement. 
Conversely, the auditors should modify their 
report as necessary if they find the comments 
valid and supported by sufficient, appropriate 
evidence. 
 
9.53 If the audited entity refuses to provide 
comments or is unable to provide comments 
within a reasonable period of time, the auditors 
may issue the report without receiving comments 
from the audited entity. In such cases, the 
auditors should indicate in the report that the 
audited entity did not provide comments. 

2410 – Criteria for Communicating 
Communications must include the 
engagement’s objectives, scope, and results. 
 
2410.A1 – Final communication of 
engagement results must include applicable 
conclusions, as well as applicable 
recommendations and/or action plans. 
Where appropriate, the internal auditors’ 
opinion should be provided. An opinion must 
take into account the expectations of senior 
management, the board, and other 
stakeholders and must be supported by 
sufficient, reliable, relevant, and useful 
information. 
 
2410.A2 – Internal auditors are encouraged 
to acknowledge satisfactory performance in 
engagement communications.  
 

9.10 Auditors should prepare audit reports that 
contain (1) the objectives, scope, and 
methodology of the audit; (2) the audit results, 
including findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations, as appropriate; (3) a summary 
of the views of responsible officials; and (4) if 
applicable, the nature of any confidential or 
sensitive information omitted. 
 
9.11 Auditors should communicate audit 
objectives in the audit report in a clear, specific, 
neutral, and unbiased manner that includes 
relevant assumptions. In order to avoid potential 
misunderstanding, when audit objectives are 
limited but users could infer broader objectives, 
auditors should state in the audit report that 
certain issues were outside the scope of the audit. 
 
9.12 Auditors should describe the scope of the 
work performed and any limitations, including 
issues that would be relevant to likely users, so 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should note that 
GAGAS outlines more detailed 
requirements for communication. Auditors 
should closely observe GAGAS 9.10 
through 9.61. 
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2410.A3 – When releasing engagement 
results to parties outside the organization, 
the communication must include limitations 
on distribution and use of the results.  

that report users can reasonably interpret the 
findings, conclusions, and recommendations in 
the report without being misled. Auditors should 
also report any significant constraints imposed on 
the audit approach by information limitations or 
scope impairments, including denials of, or 
excessive delays in, access to certain records or 
individuals. 
 
9.13 In describing the work performed to address 
the audit objectives and support the reported 
findings and conclusions, auditors should, as 
applicable, explain the relationship between the 
population and the items tested; identify entities, 
geographic locations, and the period covered; 
report the kinds and sources of evidence; and 
explain any significant limitations or uncertainties 
based on the auditors’ overall assessment of the 
sufficiency and appropriateness of the evidence in 
the aggregate. 
 
9.14 In reporting audit methodology, auditors 
should explain how the completed audit work 
supports the audit objectives, including the 
evidence-gathering and evidence-analysis 
techniques, in sufficient detail to allow 
knowledgeable users of their reports to 
understand how the auditors addressed the audit 
objectives. Auditors should identify significant 
assumptions made in conducting the audit; 
describe comparative techniques applied; 
describe the criteria used; and, when the results 
of sample testing significantly support the 
auditors’ findings, conclusions, or 
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recommendations, describe the sample design 
and state why the design was chosen, including 
whether the results can be projected to the 
intended population. 
 
9.18 In the audit report, auditors should present 
sufficient, appropriate evidence to support the 
findings and conclusions in relation to the audit 
objectives. Auditors should provide 
recommendations for corrective action if findings 
are significant within the context of the audit 
objectives. 
 
9.19 Auditors should report conclusions based on 
the audit objectives and the audit findings. 
 
9.20 Auditors should describe in their report 
limitations or uncertainties with the reliability or 
validity of evidence if (1) the evidence is 
significant to the findings and conclusions within 
the context of the audit objectives and (2) such 
disclosure is necessary to avoid misleading the 
report users about the findings and conclusions. 
Auditors should describe the limitations or 
uncertainties regarding evidence in conjunction 
with the findings and conclusions, in addition to 
describing those limitations or uncertainties as 
part of the objectives, scope, and methodology. 
 
9.21 Auditors should place their findings in 
perspective by describing the nature and extent of 
the issues being reported and the extent of the 
work performed that resulted in the findings. To 
give the reader a basis for judging the prevalence 
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and consequences of these findings, auditors 
should, as appropriate, relate the instances 
identified to the population or the number of cases 
examined and quantify the results in terms of 
dollar value or other measures. If the results 
cannot be projected, auditors should limit their 
conclusions appropriately. 
 
9.22 When reporting on the results of their work, 
auditors should disclose significant facts relevant 
to the objectives of their work and known to them 
that if not disclosed could mislead knowledgeable 
users, misrepresent the results, or conceal 
significant improper or illegal practices. 
 
9.23 When feasible, auditors should recommend 
actions to correct deficiencies and other findings 
identified during the audit and to improve 
programs and operations when the potential for 
improvement in programs, operations, and 
performance is substantiated by the reported 
findings and conclusions. Auditors should make 
recommendations that flow logically from the 
findings and conclusions, are directed at resolving 
the cause of identified deficiencies and findings, 
and clearly state the actions recommended. 
 
9.29 When internal control is significant within the 
context of the audit objectives, auditors should 
include in the audit report (1) the scope of their 
work on internal control and (2) any deficiencies in 
internal control that are significant within the 
context of the audit objectives and based upon the 
audit work performed. 
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9.30 If some but not all internal control 
components are significant to the audit objectives, 
the auditors should identify as part of the scope 
those internal control components and underlying 
principles that are significant to the audit 
objectives. 
 
9.31 When auditors detect deficiencies in internal 
control that are not significant to the objectives of 
the audit but warrant the attention of those 
charged with governance, they should include 
those deficiencies either in the report or 
communicate those deficiencies in writing to 
audited entity officials. If the written 
communication is separate from the audit report, 
auditors should refer to that written 
communication in the audit report. 
 
9.35 Auditors should report a matter as a finding 
when they conclude, based on sufficient, 
appropriate evidence, that noncompliance with 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and 
grant agreements either has occurred or is likely 
to have occurred that is significant within the 
context of the audit objectives. 
 
9.36 Auditors should communicate findings in 
writing to audited entity officials when the auditors 
detect instances of noncompliance with provisions 
of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant 
agreements that are not significant within the 
context of the audit objectives but warrant the 
attention of those charged with governance. 
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9.40 Auditors should report a matter as a finding  
when they conclude, based on sufficient, 
appropriate evidence, that fraud either has 
occurred or is likely to have occurred that is 
significant to the audit objectives. 
 
9.41 Auditors should communicate findings in 
writing to audited entity officials when the auditors 
detect instances of fraud that are not significant 
within the context of the audit objectives but 
warrant the attention of those charged with 
governance. 
 
9.50 Auditors should obtain and report the views 
of responsible officials of the audited entity 
concerning the findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations in the audit report, as well as 
any planned corrective actions. 
 
9.51 When auditors receive written comments 
from the responsible officials, they should include 
in their report a copy of the officials’ written 
comments or a summary of the comments 
received. When the responsible officials provide 
oral comments only, auditors should prepare a 
summary of the oral comments, provide a copy of 
the summary to the responsible officials to verify 
that the comments are accurately represented, 
and include the summary in their report. 
 
9.59 A public accounting firm contracted to 
conduct an audit in accordance with GAGAS 
should clarify report distribution responsibilities 
with the engaging party. If the contracting firm is 
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responsible for the distribution, it should reach 
agreement with the party contracting for the audit 
about which officials or organizations will receive 
the report and the steps being taken to make the 
report available to the public. 
 
9.61 If certain information is prohibited from public 
disclosure or is excluded from a report because of 
its confidential or sensitive nature, auditors should 
disclose in the report that certain information has 
been omitted and the circumstances that make 
the omission necessary. 
 
9.62 When circumstances call for omission of 
certain information from the report, auditors 
should evaluate whether this omission could 
distort the audit results or conceal improper or 
illegal practices and revise the report language as 
necessary to avoid report users drawing 
inappropriate conclusions from the information 
presented. 
 
9.63 When the audit organization is subject to 
public records laws, auditors should determine 
whether public records laws could affect the 
availability of classified or limited use reports and 
determine whether other means of communicating 
with management and those charged with 
governance would be more appropriate. Auditors 
use professional judgment to determine the 
appropriate means to communicate the omitted 
information to management and those charged 
with governance considering, among other things, 
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whether public records laws could affect the 
availability of classified or limited use reports. 

2420 – Quality of Communications 
Communications must be accurate, 
objective, clear, concise, constructive, 
complete, and timely. 

  

2421 – Errors and Omissions 
If a final communication contains a 
significant error or omission, the chief audit 
executive must communicate corrected 
information to all parties who received the 
original communication. 

9.68 If, after the report is issued, the auditors 
discover that they did not have sufficient, 
appropriate evidence to support the reported 
findings or conclusions, they should communicate 
in the same manner as that used to originally 
distribute the report to those charged with 
governance, the appropriate officials of the 
audited entity, the appropriate officials of the 
entities requiring or arranging for the audits, and 
other known users, so that they do not continue to 
rely on the findings or conclusions that were not 
supported. If the report was previously posted to 
the auditors’ publicly accessible website, the 
auditors should remove the report and post a 
public notification that the report was removed. 
The auditors should then determine whether to 
perform the additional audit work necessary to 
either reissue the report, including any revised 
findings or conclusions, or repost the original 
report if the additional audit work does not result 
in a change in findings or conclusions. 

 

2430 – Use of “Conducted in 
Conformance with the International 
Standards for the Professional Practice of 
Internal Auditing” 
Indicating that engagements are “conducted 
in conformance with the International 
Standards for the Professional Practice of 

9.03 When auditors comply with all applicable 
GAGAS requirements, they should use the 
following language, which represents an 
unmodified GAGAS compliance statement, in the 
audit report to indicate that they conducted the 
audit in accordance with GAGAS: 
 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should adhere to 
GAGAS 9.03 that provides specific 
language to indicate work was performed 
in accordance with GAGAS. The language 
provides for a compliance statement that 
the audit complied with GAGAS and a 
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Internal Auditing” is appropriate only if 
supported by the results of the quality 
assurance and improvement program. 

We conducted this performance audit in 
accordance with generally accepted government 
auditing standards. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain sufficient, 
appropriate evidence to provide a reasonable 
basis for our findings and conclusions based on 
our audit objectives. We believe that the evidence 
obtained provides a reasonable basis for our 
findings and conclusions based on our audit 
objectives. 
 
9.04 Audit organizations that meet the 
independence requirements for internal audit 
organizations, but not those for external audit 
organizations, should include in the GAGAS 
compliance statement, where applicable, a 
statement that they are independent per the 
GAGAS requirements for internal auditors. 

description of work relating to planning, 
performance of work, evidence, and 
providing reasonable assurance that 
evidence collected provides a reasonable 
basis for findings and recommendations. 
 
Suggestion: 
When reporting, use GAGAS language 
and also make reference to The IIA 
Standards. For example: 
 
We conducted this audit in accordance 
with Generally Accepted Government 
Auditing Standards and the International 
Standards for the Professional Practice 
of Internal Auditing. Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit 
to obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence to 
provide a reasonable basis for our findings 
and conclusions based on our audit 
objectives. We believe that the evidence 
obtained provides a reasonable basis for 
our findings and conclusions based on our 
audit objectives. 
 
Note: Internal audit organizations that meet 
the independence requirements for internal 
audit organizations under GAGAS, but not 
those for external audit organizations, 
should include in the GAGAS compliance 
statement language that they are 
independent per the GAGAS requirements 
for internal auditors. 
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2431 – Engagement Disclosure of 
Nonconformance 
When nonconformance with the Code of 
Ethics or the Standards impacts a specific 
engagement, communication of the results 
must disclose the: 
• Principle(s) or rule(s) of conduct of the 

Code of Ethics or the standard(s) with 
which full conformance was not 
achieved. 

• Reason(s) for nonconformance. 
• Impact of nonconformance on the 

engagement and the communicated 
engagement results. 

8.136 When auditors do not comply with 
applicable GAGAS requirements because of law, 
regulation, scope limitations, restrictions on 
access to records, or other issues affecting the 
audit, the auditors should document the departure 
from the GAGAS requirements and the impact on 
the audit and on the auditors’ conclusions. 
 
9.05 When auditors do not comply with all 
applicable GAGAS requirements, they should 
include a modified GAGAS compliance statement 
in the audit report. For performance audits, 
auditors should use a statement that includes 
either (1) the language in paragraph 9.03, 
modified to indicate the requirements that were 
not followed, or (2) language indicating that the 
auditors did not follow GAGAS. 

 

2440 – Disseminating Results 
The chief audit executive must communicate 
results to the appropriate parties. 
 
2440.A1 – The chief audit executive is 
responsible for communicating the final 
results to parties who can ensure that the 
results are given due consideration.  
 
2440.A2 – If not otherwise mandated by 
legal, statutory, or regulatory requirements, 
prior to releasing results to parties outside 
the organization the chief audit executive 
must: • Assess the potential risk to the 
organization. • Consult with senior 
management and/or legal counsel as 

9.45 Auditors should report known or likely 
noncompliance with provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and grant agreements or 
fraud directly to parties outside the audited entity 
in the following two circumstances. 
a. When audited entity management fails to 
satisfy legal or regulatory requirements to report 
such information to external parties specified in 
law or regulation, auditors should first 
communicate the failure to report such information 
to those charged with governance. If the audited 
entity still does not report this information to the 
specified external parties as soon as practicable 
after the auditors’ communication with those 
charged with governance, then the auditors 
should report the information directly to the 
specified external parties. 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should observe the 
more restrictive language of GAGAS 9.45 
and follow it accordingly. 



  

The Alignment Between The IIA’s Red Book (IPPF) and the GAO’s Yellow Book (GAGAS) 

 

84 | P a g e   
 

The IIA’s International 
Professional Practices Framework 

(The Red Book) 

Government Accountability Office’s 
Government Audit Standards  
(GAGAS, or The Yellow Book) 

Considerations to Comply with 
Both Sets of Standards 

appropriate. • Control dissemination by 
restricting the use of the results. 

b. When audited entity management fails to take 
timely and appropriate steps to respond to 
noncompliance with provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and grant agreements or 
instances of fraud that (1) are likely to have a 
significant effect on the subject matter and (2) 
involve funding received directly or indirectly from 
a government agency, auditors should first report 
management’s failure to take timely and 
appropriate steps to those charged with 
governance. If the audited entity still does not take 
timely and appropriate steps as soon as 
practicable after the auditors’ communication with 
those charged with governance, then the auditors 
should report the audited entity’s failure to take 
timely and appropriate steps directly to the 
funding agency. 
 
9.46 Auditors should comply with the 
requirements in paragraph 9.45 even if they have 
resigned or been dismissed from the audit prior to 
its completion.  
 
9.47 Auditors should obtain sufficient, appropriate 
evidence, such as confirmation from outside 
parties, to corroborate representations by audited 
entity management that it has reported audit 
findings in accordance with provisions of laws, 
regulations, or funding agreements. When 
auditors are unable to do so, they should report 
such information directly, as discussed in 
paragraphs 9.45 and 9.46. 
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9.56 Distribution of reports completed in 
accordance with GAGAS depends on the auditors’ 
relationship with the audited organization and the 
nature of the information contained in the reports. 
Auditors should document any limitation on report 
distribution. Auditors should make audit reports 
available to the public, unless distribution is 
specifically limited by the terms of the 
engagement, law, or regulation. 
 
9.57 If an internal audit organization in a 
government entity follows the Institute of Internal 
Auditors’ International Standards for the 
Professional Practice of Internal Auditing as well 
as GAGAS, the head of the internal audit 
organization should communicate results to the 
parties who can ensure that the results are given 
due consideration. If not otherwise mandated by 
statutory or regulatory requirements, prior to 
releasing results to parties outside the 
organization, the head of the internal audit 
organization should (1) assess the potential risk to 
the organization, (2) consult with senior 
management or legal counsel as appropriate, and 
(3) control dissemination by indicating the 
intended users in the report. 
 
9.58 An audit organization in a government entity 
should distribute audit reports to those charged 
with governance, to the appropriate audited entity 
officials, and to the appropriate oversight bodies 
or organizations requiring or arranging for the 
audits. As appropriate, auditors should also 
distribute copies of the reports to other officials 
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who have legal oversight authority or who may be 
responsible for acting on audit findings and 
recommendations and to others authorized to 
receive such reports. 

2450 – Overall Opinions 
When an overall opinion is issued, it must 
take into account the strategies, objectives, 
and risks of the organization; and the 
expectations of senior management, the 
board, and other stakeholders. The overall 
opinion must be supported by sufficient, 
reliable, relevant, and useful information. 

  

2500 – Monitoring Progress 
The chief audit executive must establish and 
maintain a system to monitor the disposition 
of results communicated to management. 
 
2500.A1 – The chief audit executive must 
establish a follow-up process to monitor and 
ensure that management actions have been 
effectively implemented or that senior 
management has accepted the risk of not 
taking action. 

8.30 Auditors should evaluate whether the audited 
entity has taken appropriate corrective action to 
address findings and recommendations from 
previous engagements that are significant within 
the context of the audit objectives. When planning 
the audit, auditors should ask management of the 
audited entity to identify previous engagements or 
other studies that directly relate to the objectives 
of the audit, including whether related 
recommendations have been implemented. 
Auditors should use this information in assessing 
risk and determining the nature, timing, and extent 
of current audit work, including determining the 
extent to which testing the implementation of the 
corrective actions is applicable to the current audit 
objectives. 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should establish a 
follow-up process that meets the 
requirement of the more detailed IIA 
Standard 2500, while not assuming 
management’s responsibilities.  
 
GAGAS offers standards on monitoring in 
the planning phases of the next 
engagement. 
 

2600 – Communicating the Acceptance of 
Risks 
When the chief audit executive concludes 
that management has accepted a level of 
risk that may be unacceptable to the 
organization, the chief audit executive must 

 
 

Audit activities following both IIA and 
GAGAS standards should adhere to IIA 
Standard 2600 and communicate with 
senior management on unacceptable 
levels of risk. 
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discuss the matter with senior management. 
If the chief audit executive determines that 
the matter has not been resolved, the chief 
audit executive must communicate the 
matter to the board. 
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